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Molt Reverend | C [L F R G Y 


Right Reverend 
OF THE. 


And Reverend 
Church of England, 
By Law Eſtabliſh. 


My Lords * An] 


Venerable Sirs ! 


ASE lick without the leaſt malice to the Perſon 

EAR of the Obſervator, or deſign to prati= 

S fre any Faction, or undervalue any 
Sn Services bis Papers may have hereto= 


O _ fore done the Church or State - But 
bv Reftifie certain things which be bas lately advanced, that 


uy ( if they paſs uncontrouled _) prove injurious to. the 
Honoxr and Intereſt of both ; ſo they addreſs not to you for 
inteffion, any further than your Juſtice and Piety is 
Wweys wont to favour Truth. And therefore ( bum= 
1% cet at your feet ) are ſubmitted to your grave and im 
"tt Conſederations and Cenſure ; as being under God 
x Hir Myjeſty, the Watchful Overſeers, wh 
cal Concern it is (in your ſeveral Stations) to ta 
Ne quid detrimenti Capiat Eccleſia. 


\o—Y __ 


AN 


(md 


CA 


_— Mae jc aMS oucjczs am omc:J oa 


CM AACR 
_— 


A N 


ANSWER 
Some late Pamphlets, 


INTITULED, 


OBSERVATORS 


' In which the Evidence of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey's being 4 
thered by Papiſts,is groſly miſ-repreſented, and maliciouſly flandred. 


"| I S one of the Obſervators own Maximes, That nothing but 
Print can anſwer Print; | Dbf. Uol. x, Numb, 473. ] There- 
fore, not only excuſable, but neceſſary to Print a tew Honeſt 
Loyal Animadverſions, on ſome late Printed pallages of His, 
which are falſe and ſcandalous, concerning the Murther of Sir Edmondbary 

Godfrey. For ſince the Obſervatos (atter ſo many deſperate but «»/«c- 
ce{sful Attempts of others) is pleaſed once more to bring chat Afair upon 

the Stage, (though not in any Judicial Courſe or Form, but by way of 

Argumentation and Libe!/) and make that Gertl-man's Aſfaſſination a 

SubjeQ of his Sport and Raillery, and Expoſe the belief of his being &:/Pd 

by Papiſts, as ridiculous in the higheſt Degree ; fince he has ſo liberally 

exerciſed his T a/ext on the Witneſſes, and muſters up a Multitude of Ima- 
pinary Contraditti0n3, which he avows they politively have ſworn too, 

&c. What remaines, but that we take leave to examine the weight of 
lis Allegations, The Occaſions, Proofs, Circumſtances,and Ends of all this 
unſeaſonable Noiſe and Clamour ? And if we find them to have no Co- 
lour of Truth or Probabl:ty, and that they are meer Malicious Imput ati- 
05; We hope it will be no Offence modeſtly to re th: World fo much, 
and demonſtrate the Particulars, thereby doing Right { as much as lies in 
a private Capacity) to i#jur'd Trath, and the Honour of our Country ; 
checking the Progreſs of Li:s and Shams, and reſcuing the preſent ze 
_ ſuch confident Deluſions, as well as preventing their Influence oa 

Nertty, ; 

But in this whole Diſquiſition, the Reader muſt excuſe us from that 
baiety of Humozr, which uſually ſparkles in an Obſervatoz, ( eſpecially 
where there is any Witneſs of the Popiſh Plot ia the caſe) and renders his 
ribbles ſo taking with the Mobile of Wirclizgs ; for there are Gallants 

Wat can laugh ar Tragedies, and ſcoff even at Omripotercy, and Rrd:cule 

tte molt ſacred and ſerious things ; yet certainly, amongſt all that are (in 
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good earneſt) Chriſtians, ts, Murthers and Aſſaſſination, 
Oaths np” the Holy Lay ange 
olt Honourable Privy Conncil, an 
& Auguſt and Honovrable Courts UnyUcr 
e Sworn Judges and Juris, in Cale of 
fConvictes Murtherers, are MAners 
raſhly be determined of, cenſur'd, queſtionc®, 
ns ; fo Mucn jeſs ought tMEY TO be 
e wanton Drott, and ſcurrile Buffoc#7)- 

- 1 aſter-times VE 19n.07ant 
wigilant and pr uaent Proceedings» uſed in the EX 
he” DYcovery 'of the beforc- mentioned Genttiemans 

and other publick 
| think it 


and impartial tate, 


* 


Oats did repUr tO Sir Edmundbur) 
Majelties Juſtices of the Peace, and before him, 
(þ Plot; yr without per- 
d xhe Particulars, only aſſuring him 1n general, 

ioh Crimes ) and that his 


fit, Onthe 28rh day 0 

ſworn ©© by the (aid Oates, before Sir £4” :ndbury 

would needs keep One of them, having never before 
i C hriſtopher Kirkby's Narrative of 


Powin ' Gir Edmundbury $O1Ne, for 
heard of for ſevera 


duſtrio 22d up A 
{ Saith th nd Dr. Llyd, noW Biſhop of &. 
i. which Was nefore any Dice 


b:r the dui that w# 


o been made ; Thoſe Calumnies, 


en the ſearch ſhould hav 

orts that went about it, were 0 

le he has withdrawn himſelf f* Debt ; Ant? whil? 
le he was run away 


and not ver) decently ; Another wh! 
hat the Father of Lies put imo their Hears > At laſt, 
h him, they pre parea you #0 expect 


i{covery- that he was | 
at h: had (9 noounds 
ſome Hours after. 1 


and Reverend Perſon. 
Tor on Thrſda), Ofob:r 17- near the L 
1 with his cyord r 


Jentally found 10 2 Ditch, near 
him, his Gloves and Scabbard lying, Not far off on the Ban 
ver in his Pockets nothing milling but his Band and Papers. , - 
The next day the Coroner having Impanalled a Fur), and viewed 
frwo Able Chirur£10NnsSz the Inquef ſound 
up 


the Body with the Aſſiſtance 0 
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upon their Oaths, ti2at certain Vialefactors unknown feloniouſly and of 
their malice Prepentied . had Grangled and choaked him, whereof he ay 
d ; VYbcreupon his Majeſty wſued forth his Proclamation for diſcovering, 
2nd epprenendlng the Murtherers, with a Gracious Propolaiot Five Hun- 
ded Found Renara, and Pardon to any one of them ſhould diſcover rhe 
ret, 

"Sometime afier, \'r. VWiliem Beale coming in, did ( amongfit other 
thinzs relating to the Popiſh Plot) make ſome diſcovery touching this 
Murther ; but moit part of what he depoſed therein, was but the words 
of others, v1=. VVhat Ze Phair, Pritchard, Welch, Kaines and another, 

all Five Jeſuits) had told him ; only as to his own knowledge he ſwore, 
that he ſaw the Body after it was Murthered, lye in a Room at Swmmer- 
ſet-hozſe on Monday night, Ofober the 14th. 

On the 21 of D-cember following, one Miles Prance, a Gold Smith in 
Princes-Stree!, and then a Row Catholick, was upon the ſuſpicions of ons 
of hisLodgers or Neighbours ſuggeſting that he had layn out of hisHouſe 
about that time of Goaſreys Murther, ( though in truth the fame was a 
fortnight beſorc ) taken up by a Warrant, and waiting in the Abby by 
the Parliament» Houle, in order to be Examined, Bed/oe coming by, and 
not knowing that he was already in Cuſtody, defired that he might be 
ſcared, and charged him poſitively to be concerned in that Murther, re- 
membring his face again, as being one preſent when the dead Body was 
ſhewn to him the ſaid Bed!o? as atorefaid. 

And the next day, and the dayes following, Prexce diſcovered the Cir- 
cumances of the Murther from his own knowledze, charging Gireld and 
K:y (two Popiſh Prieſts) and Grees, Berry and Hill, to have been aQtu- 
ally concerned therein, which three laſt were found, but the two Prieſts 
and one Ve-z:2: ( who was charged as Privy to the Murther ) made their 
eſcapes, and tothis day ſtand Outlzwed for that Murther and Felony. 

Both Bed/or and Prance were divers times Examined before his Sacred 
Maxety, and the Council, before Committees of Lords and Commons, 
and at the Bar of either Houſe of Parliament ; and all appeared ſo well {a- 
ted in the Coherence and truth of their Evidence, that the Five Hun- 
ded Pound Reward promiſed to the firſt Diſcoverer, was accordingly paid 
to Bed/o-, and allo both their Pardoxs were granted, and it was thought 
ft to bring the ſaid Greez, Berry and Hil! ro their Tryal, where at the 
Kings Bench Bar the 10th of February 167% after a full and fair hearing, 
upon the Evidence of the ſaid Bed/oe and Prance, and upon the Oaths of 
everal other V Virneſſes, corroborating the ſame in divers material 
points, and upon hearing what could be objected about Prances pretend- 
edRetraftion, and what elſe could be alledged either againſt the Evidence 
or for the Priſoners ; They were all three found guilty by a [ury of 
Knights and Gent!emen of good Quality. 

And *tis remarkable, That the Court was fo fully fatisfied, that 
when the Verdict was given, Sir William Scroggs, then Lord Chief Juſtice, 


LY 


publickly expreſſed it in theſe words : 
bent lex;en, Tos hive found the ſame Verdi that I would have found, if 
I bad been one with you, And if it were th: lift nords that I were t0 [peak in 
this world, I fporld have pronounced them GUILTY [ Tryal p. 86.] 
And the next day when they were brought to receive Sentence, his 
lordſhip repeated the ſame thing to them, when they pretended their In- 
: nocency, 


(4) 


nocency in theſe words ; We do not expect much from you, and it is ng great 
matter ; for your Confeſſion nall do us but little good, but only for your ſelves ; 
we regard it not oiherwiſe, becauſe the Evidence was ſo plain, THAT ALL 
MANKIND IS SATISFIED ; there is z# SCRUPLE 2x the thins; Ns 
Every one that heard your Tryal hath great ſatisſaition, and for my ow pe. 
ticular, I have GREAT SATISFACTION THAT YOU ARE Eve. 
RY ONE GUILTY [Tryal p. 88.] So Judge Wd in his Speech before 
the Sentence, averrs, 7 hat they were found guilty upon a ciear and pregnant 
Evidence, to the ſatisfattion of all good men that were indifferent, [ Try. 
al p. 89. , 

Accordia ly the ſaid three perſons were Executed the 21 of the ſame 
month,and = h (according to the uſual manner of perſons of their Re. 
ligion, after Abſolution, eſpecially where the Honour of their Charch is 
concerned) they pleaded Innocency to the laſt ; yet the formal Speech 
found in his Pocket, with the very words whereof he began to Harangue, 
and went on as faras he had Cex'd it by heart, which was teſtified by his 
own V Vife, not to be of his VVriting ; and in it ſelf ſhewed a malicious 
Spirit in the Inditer towards the Evidence and the Court, in Language a- 
bove Hills capacity, makes it moſt probable, that their denyals were only 
the DiQtates and InjunCtions of ſome of their Prieſts, [ See Hills Speech 
with the Animaadverſions thereon, Printed by Authority | 

Here by the way it may be noted, That vvhereas the PAPISTS have 
ſince given out, that Berry vvas alvvays, or at leaſt dyed a Proteſtant, 

. [ and if I do not very much miſremember, the Mbſervator i» ſome of his Pu 
pers (for I have neither leaſure nor inclination ro review his Fardel for the 
certain number ) does make th: ſame Suggeſtion ] the ſame is notoriouſly 
falſe, for he had many years been a Papiſt, chiefly led therets for Lur, 
and to get an Imployment, as he acknowledged to Mr. Smith the Ordine 
ry of. Newgate; *Tis true, he did a little before his Execution declare to 
the ſaid Mr. Smith, — That he did pot believe many things which the Ds 
fors of the Romiſh Church teach as neceſſary to be Embraced for Articles q 
Faith, which is no more than what many other Papiſts will affirm ; (whi 
ſhews them to be either Hypocr:ites, or at leaſt that all the boaſted Ce 
tainty and unity amongſt them is Zyes and Cheats ) yet the ſaid Br 
neither in Priſon, nor at the Gallows, vvould ever diſown the Romiſ 
Church, nor in the leaſt declare himſelf a Proteſtan:. 

The vvhole Proceedings in this moſt :»:42hty Clanſe having been fo fo- 
leman and deliberately VVeighed, Sifted, Examined -nd inſpeCted by the 
highe## Authority, and ſo many ſeveral Judicatures and prudent Aſſemblies, 
and the: Eyes of all the Nation, being from firſt to laſt, fixt and intent 

thereon, if ever inany caſe private Subjects ought to acquielce in a pubs 
lick Legal Determination, 1t mult certainly be here. 

But of ſo mighty a concernment to the Papiſts, and their Deſigns ; 
vvas it to have the Murther removed from their Doors, and ſuch Los 
Peaceable and modeſt Subjefs they are, vyhen their Intereſt is Concermes, 


that they have been reſtlelly imploy'd in throwing. dirt and ſcandalon.! 


the Government, and its clear and »pright Proceedings herein ; and {pare 

no pains nor Art to effeCt it. | 
'Tis pleaſant to obſerve by what variety of Tooles, and on what af 

ferent pretences, end contradictory Mediums they have mild ava royla ro 


. ſhuffle off the 7/»d:1:ble guilt from their Party 3 But as the iqcomparerh 
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ian, told the Emperour Caracalia, when he required him to palliate 
py a Oation the killing of his Brother, That it was more e 
1 


afie to commit, 


then excuſe a Murther ; 1o hitherto all their Attempts have been vain, 


ovidence (as we doubt not, but He will ever do, that is the 4- 
Jo aj f Blood, and God of Truth) turning all their Lying and Crafty 
Invention to their greater ſhame and confulion. 


. One of their firlt attempts, (beſides rayling at the Witneſſes in ſeveral 
Libels) was as I remember, ina Printed Pamphlet , Intituled, Refle- 
uns, &c. about the beginning of Fuly, 1679. Wherein by advancin 
ſeveral notorious Falſehoods, and thence ( like our OBSERVATOR 
Jeducing plauſible, but altogether falaciovs Arguments, blind hints, and 
TIauendo's , they endeavoured to raiſe jealouſics and {ſuſpicions upon a 
Noble Proteſtant Lord, L The E. of D. ] who being then not only Con» 
ned, but under 4 oy Odium, they thought (itſcems) that the moſt 
oundleſs improbabilities would be believed of him ; The perſons that 
dled that villanous Paper to the Preſs, that good Catholick Gentle- 
woman that Afidwif*d it abroad, and diſtributed them, and the Printers 
{ one that refuſed, and another that 47d it ) are not unknown ; or uf they 
were, by the thing it ſelf, the Language, Arguments and Scope: ; *tis e- 
vident, that it came out of the Roman Forge, hammered on purpote to 
frve a turn for that Party 3 But the ſame ſoon after bein 


& fr y g fully dereRed 
andconfured by the publication of Mr. Kjrkbies Narrative, Ini; like an 


ons fetus, and left only « loathſome tinch of Popiſh Impudence 'behind 
it. [See Kirkbies Narrative, and the Impartial State of the Caſe of the E. 
of D: ] 


After this, about the month of Seprember, 1680. comes Mrs. Celier, a 
Roman Catholick too, and fluſht with an acquital, ſhe had then late before 
drained on an Indictment of Treaſon ; ſhe publiſhes a Libe 


}, Intituled, 
Palice Defeated , &--7 (owned by her, but ſuppoſed 


and charged 
inPrint to be written by Munſos a Condemned Popiſh Prieſt, then in 


Newgate ; which was never that I know of denyed or diſproved) where- 
inamongſt many other impudent refleQtions on the King, and the Prote- 
ſant Religion, and the Publick Juſtice of the Nation : She affirms, 


France to have been Racks, and grtevosſly Tortared in News ate, and thence 
would infinuate, That all his Teſtimony touching Sir Edmundbory God.- 


{rr Þ} fres Murther, was by thoſe means extorred from him, for which Sediti- 
miſh Y ous Libel ( upon the Proſecution of Mr. Robert Stephens, Meſſenger of the 
Prefs) being brought.to IL to at the Od Bayly, on Saturday the 11th of 
0 ſo- } Sptember, 2680. upon a full hearing, That falſe and ſcandalous: Allega- 
y the Y von of Prazces being Rack? or Tortured, being fully diſproved, and ſhe 
blir, } ntſo muchas offering the leaſt ſhadow of '1eſtimony to make it good, 
ntent Þ ſhe was found guilty ; and on Monday the 13th of the ſame month, put on 
_ pub» I the Pillory three times at ſeveral places, and fined 1000 1. And to ftand 
Committed in Execution till the ſame paid ; Accordingly ſhe did ftand 
1905 3 } a the Pillory, and remained a conſiderable time in Newgate, and how 
Lozs Þ alaſtſhebecame ao” I have not inquired. But theſe words of 
cerned, Þ (the then ) Mr. Baron Weſton who chiefly managed her Tryal, are wor- 
1dalon } yan OBSERVATORS notice, (v4iz.) 
d (par? Y *There was « Horrid Barbarous Murther Committed here, and which cer. 
Vf "tvivly did fix the Aecuſation of the Plot faller upon them ( the Papiſts 7 
at ” "then «ll the Evidence that was given befldes : The Murther” of Sir Ed- 
poi 0 G 
parable 
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&* mundbury Godfrey 4 Magirate, who in doing of his duty, was moſt bay. 
« Zarouſly Murthered, and BY VVHOM is Evidenced by one Prance; 
« hath peer the whole Labour of the Party, to caſt his Murther upon other 
«*erſows, end take it off themſelves, for they findif that Accuſation ffick up- 
«"n them ; it us a thing of ſo Hainons a Nature, that it will make the Peopifh 
«Party oetous to all Mankind. And therefore this they Labour at MIGHT, 
«TY, apd this T gak fbe hath taken on her ſelf, &c. 

The next that Tampered with this matter, was one F/r2- Harris an [. 
riſh Pgpi P, ( ſince Executed for Contriying a moſt Horrid and Treaſon. 
ble Libel) who to ſave his own Stake when deſperate, oifer'd at the 

ame Game ſtarted by the Author of the RefleCtions, before mentioned ; 
And upon his Oath, there was a Bill found by the Grand Jury againſt 
one Depree ar Depuy, ( or ſome ſuch name) and the E:; of D, as Acceſ, 
faries before the Fat; upon which Subje&, the OBSERV ATOR, Numh, 
141. has this Gloſs——Ton cannce forget what Sticklipg there was among 
the, True Proteſtants themſclves, to eaſe the Papiits of the Murder and turn it 
upon that Noble Eaxl, bo is known to be 4 Prote#tant of the Church of En. 

and, even of the higbeſt form That the Earl is a Proteſtant, I never 
eard denyed, But the OBSERYV ATOR would have done well to have 
named thoſe true Proteſtants that made this Stickling to eaſe the Papilts, 
and burthen thay Noble Lord ; He fays indeed, Numb. 141. That a near 
Relation of Six-Edwopd was Fore-man of the Jury which found that Bill; 
what he deſigned to infinuate by this, is not hard to gueſs. 

But as Cap xo it ſelf is utterly falſe, the Fore-man of that Jury, being 
rio neater a Relation to Sir Edmund, then to the OBSERV ATOR, viz. a 
ſmall Cezen, to both on Adem?s ſide, ſo upon inquiry, I cannot hear of 
any Relations to the Martyred Gentleman, but what ( were like bimſelf) 
ſound Proteſtants of the Eſtabliſhe Church of Ege/end. 

But, what means the man, when in the ſame Paper he ſays, The cher. 
ging of my Lord at that time of the day, looks as if T HET were #ill groping 
after $967 rh of the matter; And was conſtruQtively improved intoa ta- 
cit diſcharge of the Papiſts ?!——No Mortal certainly, but the Papiſts 
themſelves, except it ſhould happen to be the Pbſervatoz ;. who. has 
ſhewed himſelf ſo xeady to improve that way any thing ( though never 
ſo inconſequent or Extravagant. ) 

2. As to.the Charging of the Earl here intended, *cis plain, *twas done 
by Fitz-Hargis, a Trayterous Jriſh Papiſt ; which I ſuppoſe Mr. 
tqa couid notbe ignorant of, being to.this day no. ſtranger to a 
near Relation; of his, who. ( as [have heard) forfeited what Eftate he 


| hag, for heing + 0pm certain Scuffle in.lre/and, between Whig 
and T ory abqut-the 


bout-the year 1641. wherein a ſmall parcel of about two hun- 
dred thouſand Hereticks had their throats cut But ler that pals. 
The. truth,of the-ftory which the Dbſervatoz thus conitruQtively 
improves to-2, tacit, diſcharge of rhe Papiſts from the guilt of Godfrezes 
Murther, is thus : | 
Fitz. Harris upon his Arraigament in the Kings-Beach for his Trayte- 
rous Libel, haying put inaPlea tothe Juriſdiction of that-Court, becaule 
an Impeachment he alledged, was pendent againſt him in Parliament: 


The Court on the 11th of May, 1681. Over-ruled it, and gave him 


» 


notice to prepare for a Try«/on the ninth of June following ; Oa the 13tl 


of. May, a motion was made for Fiez-Harris to be brought up by _ 
Pw 


a. 
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bess Corpus to the Bar, to give Evidence againſt the before mentioned 
De Pree, touching the Murther of S1r Fdawndbury Godfrey ; The Court 
took time till next day to conſider; And then awarded a Habeas Corpus ; 
upon which being brought up May the 16th, and {worn; he was-ordered 
to give his Evidence to theGrand ſury in openCourt,where he told a long 
tory, And the Bill before mention'd, was found upon his poſitive Oath ; 
what other grounds the Grand Jury had for finding it ; I am not to in- 
quire,but if there were leave in ſuch Caſts forConjecture, it mah: juftly 
he ſuppoſed, that the Jury remembring the former attempt of t e Papiſts 
in their Libel of RefleCtions; and that che Witneſs was of the ſame 
ftamp and party 3 were deſirous to ſee what could poſſibly be dferad ts 
maintain it, T hat the truth might be ſifted to the utmoſt, and the Inno- 
cency of che Accuſed have a publick vindication ; whereas ſhould they 
have refuſed to find the Bill, the Rowaniſts would then.undoubtedly have 
improved it conſtructively to a tacit dilcharge of their Party, and cryed 
out of a ſtoppage of Juſtice. Burt ſo little ſtartled was that Honourable 
Lord, that immediately, (as Iam credibly informed )-he exhibited a Pe- 
tition, that he might ſpeedily be brought to Tryal thereupon. x 

Now by what ConſtruCtiveneſs any Honeſt Proteſtant ſhould improve 
this fair, deliberate judicial proceegure into a tacite diſcharge of the Pa. 
piſts from the Murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, in. hopes to ſave his 
own Neck, becauſe afore-{worn Papift ſwore ſuch and ſuch Proteſtants 
were Acceſſary, I am utterly ignorant ; tho yet the OBSERVATOR 
bas publiſhed it in Black Letrers, as a ſpecial hint to thoſe Folks he writes 
unto, or for that they may take more notice of, and further improve ir 
upon occaſion. COS ; 

_ Only this is further to be noted, That the ſame Firz-Heyris in his Ex- 
amination before Sir George T reby, and Sir Robert Clayton, March 10. ſaid 
nomore than that Depuy told him, That the Murther was Conſulted at 
Windſor ; and that in Apri/, 1680. Kelly told him at Calais, that he was 
one of the perſons Concerned ia the Murther, and that . the ſame was 
done much in manner as Praxce had related it.——And: the very next 
day, was Fitz Harris removed from Newgate, to the Tower, and there 
kept cloſe Priſoner , ſo that it was impoſſible any of thoſe, THET whom 
the OBSERVATOR ſeems toaim at by the T zzle of true Proteſtamts,could 
me him-upon any ſuch villany, as he afterward depoſed touching this 
ir. 

Another Ir:ſb-man, one Zfagrath ſteps in, pretending, there were thoſe 
that could make it appear, that Sir Edmunadbary Godfrey Hanged maſelh 
and that one Mr. Afoor, ( who was Sir Edmands Clerk) cut himdown; 
Which matter being examined at the Council Board, May 26. 1681. the 
ſaid Megrath, was found to hold Correſpendence with Mrs. Celier and the 
Popilh Prieſts in Newgate, _— this matrer, though he ſolemnly 
vowed he had no Acquaintance with them, and the' whole appeared to 
dea falſe and malicious Contrivance-: Whereupon he was required to 
ind Sureties, and ſo thar-Proje& likewiſe fell to the ground , { See the 
Appendix to Thompſons Tryal, Printed by Authority, p. 40. where alſo 
Kan Afﬀidavir of the ſaid Mr. Moor,utterly confuting that ſcandal; and 'cis 
reported the ſame honeſt Gentleman has ſince or lately been interrogated 
or-Examined about the ſame buſineſs, but till perſiſteth in his former 
Teſtimony. 

Not 


Sin 


_ Not yet diſcouraged, one Thowpſon that called himſelf he Loyal Intel. 
ligenter, but by others was commonly ſtyled The Popiſh Printer : Hoy 
joys know not ; but as I hear, he is at this day (or very lately was) 
in Newgate for Printing Popiſh Books or Libels, againſt his Majelties $1. 
premacy'; the Proteſtant Religion and Government.) This 7 hompſoy | 
ſay, about Febrwary 168:. Andin ſeveral ſucceeding Months, by the In. 
ſtigation 'of Pais and Farewe/, the latter of which ſtands charged upon 

Oath in'Print, to have been a Truſtee for rhe T raytor Fenwick a Jeſuite | 
ſome time ſince executed, [ See the H—_— ro Thompſons Trl, Fy 
5o& 51.] undertakes the buſigels by ſeveral Scandalous Printed Lezrer, 
to Praxce on that ſubjet, wherein aſſerting many untruths, as. that the * | 
Coroner and Jury were firſt of Opinion, and declared, That Goafs 
was Felo de ſe, That there were Cakes or Gobbers of blood found in hy 
Cloaths, and near <> ore where the Body lay , That the Cleaths, Belt, 
and Scabbard, were Weather-beaten to raggs, and his Eyes, Noſtrils, and 
corner of his Mouth, were Fly-b/evz, and that his Shooes were clean, or 
glazed with his walking on the Graſs, and Graſs-ſeeds obſerved to ſtick 
in the ſcams of his Shooes ; And ( amongſt the reſt ) alledgiag all thar 
the Obſerbato2 now muſters up ( viz. That Bedloes Ev1id-xce before 
the Committee of Lords) and Ptances i» Relation to this Gentlemans 
Death, were as different: as the Eait from the Weſt ; for one d'gs him out of 
Sr. Clements, the other decoyes him from Charing Croſs; On: ſwears he wa 
ftrenglVd with a Handkerchief, near the Stables, going 80 the Water-ſide ; the 
other, that he was ſmoothered with a Pillow, in a Room in the great Court ig 
Somerſet-houſe ; Ore ſays, that he took Horſe at So-hoe ; the other that he 
took Coach at Clarendine Houſe, with many other ſuch like Contradittions 
Arid from theſe and the like Allegations, the ſaid Letters raiſed Argu- 
ments'to i»validate the whole Evidence, and inſinuate that the Geatle- 
man Mwurther'd himſelf ; Which Letters are at large recited in the Tryal 
of Thompſon, &c. [ from page 10, to page 18. ] 

Thefe pretended Letters were firſt rationally Anſwered and Confuted; 
But 'Thompſor in his Jntelligence, Obſerbatoz, News-book, / or what 
you pleaſe to call it) ſtill perſiſting in his Impudence, and boaſting what 
wonderful matters he could make appear by a Cloud of undeniable Witneſ- 
ſes; he was at laſt ſummoned before his Majeſties moſt Honourable 
Privy Council, where having declared his Authors, they were commit- 
ted to Newgate, and Mr. Attorney General order'd to Proſecute them at 
Law'; And accordingly ſoon after, an Information was Exhibited againſt 
them by Mr. Attorney, wherein after the Recital of the Conviftion of 
Greez, Bery and Hill; upon the Evidence 'of Bedlo?, Prance, John Brown, 
Elizabeth Curtis, Zachary Skillarm, and Nicholas Cambridze; and the fly- 
ing of Girald, Kelly and Vernat, Asallſo having recited the I»queit taken 
before the Coroner, it is charged ; 

That the ſaid Nathaniel Thompſon, Willam Pain, 4d John Farewel, 
well knowing the-Premiſſes, and being Perſons deviliſhly affefed, deviſing, 
prattiſing, and with all their Strength, Intending the Peace and common 1 ran 
quility of their Kingdom of England to diſturb, and as much as in them lay, 
the due Courſe of the Law, to d:#roy ſubvert and elude, and the Fuftice of 
this Kingdom of England,to defame and ſcandalize ; and as well the ſaid Miles | 
Prance, William Bedloe, Jonathan Brown,- Elizabeth Custis, Zachary 
Skillarm, azd Nieholas Cambridge, a:.the ſaid Jonathan Cooper , and the 
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hone#t 214 lavful men Sworn upon the Inqueſt aforeſaid, upon view of the Body 
aforeſaid ; t9 9ring into the preateſt Hatred,Contempt,and vile Eſteem with af 
the | yok Subjects, and to deterr the Kings Subjects from finding, detetting, and 
proving the Deſtg ns of PAPISTS againſt Our Lerd the Kjne,and the trueRe- 
I'gion now byLaw Eſt tbliſbed ; and impiouſly ana wickedly deviſing,and intends 
ing them the [aid Gerald, Dominick, Kelly, a»d Philberr Vernat, from under - 
goin? thePaines andSentence byLaw upon them to be inflicted, for the Murthey 
aforeſaid ; and 19 41d ana aſſiſt them (although they be guilty) to be found not 
guilty thereof ; 474 70 decerve and beguile the Kzngs Subjetts in the Premiſſes, 
wth their Falſe Affirmations and Arguments :; 4x4 cauſe axd pro- 
care that it ſhould be Believed and Eſteemed, 4: the [aid Green, Berry, 
and Hill, the Perſons for the Marther of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, AS Un 
foreſaid, C ouvittea and Executed, had been Comvitted and Executed unjuſtly ; 


and that the ſaid Sir Edmuncbury Godfry was Felo De fe, a»d himſelf had 


Feloniouſly Muythered : They the ſaid Thompſon, Pain, and Farewel, their 
mo## impudent, wicked, and diabolical Jntentions fo /*/f/ a»d perfe, 
afterwards, to wit, the 2 ;. of February, is the 34th year of the Reign of Our 
now Soverartgn Lord the Kjng, at the Pariſh of St. Mary Le Bow, London ; 
with Force and Arms, &c. falſly, unlawfully, unjuftly, wickedly, and Diabo« 
lically, made and Compoſed, and cauſed to be Printed, a certain falſe ſcandalous 
Libel, Fntituled, A Wetter to Mr, Miles P2ance, i» Relatiox to the 
Murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ; iz which Libel, ( among# other 
things) is contained, &Cc. [ Reciting then the moſt material Paſſages of the 
aid Libel. ] 

4 Which Caſe being brought to Tryal, J«ze 20. 1682. after a mighty 
ExpeCtation raiſed by the confident Papers dayly Printed by Thompſon, 
the Defendants were not able to praduce any Te#imony that had the leaſt 
ſhew of Truth or Reaſon To juflifie thoſe Allegations, but on the cons 
trary, generally their own Witneſſes, made againſt them. For Example : 

Firſt, About the pretended Blood found near the place where the. Body 
lay; One William Balſon a Witneſs, Swears that on the Friday coming 
back from viewing the Body at the White-houſe, (whether it had been 
carried over Night by the Conſtable, after it was found) They ſFewed me 
in « Ditch where ag lay ſome Blood, I cannot ſay it was his Blood ; 
but I'll aſſure you, The Blood looked to me, like Blood that was laid there, 
rather than any thing elſe. (Thompſons Try. pag. 22.) SoMr. Lazingby, 
one of their Witneſſes, ſwears, T he Blood that was, was ſome four yards from 
the Ditch, I put my Finger into it, and {melt to it, and it ſmelt Like that 
which comes from a Body po a fortnights time dead, rather than a weeks; My 
Loyd ! it was Blood and Water ; theW ater will ſeparate from the Blood : Ibi- 
dem,p. 25. [ Here note, that probably ſome of the Murtherers or their A» 
gents that Conveyed the Body thither, after they heard it was fosxd, and 
removed into a houſe, might privately the next day /ay ſome Blood near 
os place, the better to colour their deſigned Lye, that he murthered him- 
elf. ] 

2. The Witneſſes produced by the Defendants, all agree Sir Zdmund- 
bury to have been Stramzled; Thus Fiſher ſwears, He looks as if he were 
Strangled, and his neck was ſo weak, that you might turn it any Way, p. 22. 
So by the Chirurgeons, by them uced, Mr. Chaſe—My Lord! 7 be- 
lieve he was Stranzled, for I don't believe that thoſe Injuries that were offered 
«bout him, could be after he was dead, (pag;2 3. ) And Mr. Hobbs — __ 
| , 
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My Lord ! 1 thought he was trangled, that was my Op1nion, (Ibidem) See 
Mr. Lazingby— He appeared to me 89 be Strangled, and that which ſtranled 
him was kept about his Neck till he was cold, (pag. 25.) And that from tþ- 
upper part of his Neck to bis Stomach and Breaft, was very much atſcoloured 
and black, and his mouth was di(colonred : Now ( ſays he) mhex ever a man 
is bruiſed, whilſt he is Alibe, 02 whillt he is warm ; 7he pare after the 
Perſon is dead, will ſoone#t Corrupt, ( page 26. ) 

. As for the ſtory of Fly-blows, there was no Proof, but the contrary; 
and Brown {wears thatFarewel wox/d have himſay ſo, but that he never did 
ſay ſo ; page 24. as 

4. Tt is obſerveable, that as 7homp/cm in his Libels had not omitted this 
Topick, now improved by the toz ; (viz.) 7 he a:fference between 
the Evidence Mr. Bedloe gave in the Houſe of Lords, and the Evidence 
that Prance gave at the Tryal of Green, Berry and Hill ; $0 Mr. Parewel 
defired he might prove Copres of the Journals; And my Lord Chiet Ju- 
ftice that then was, replyed, Tow ſhall make any Proof you will. — But Mr. 
Firewel, though he cauſed one Stanly to be ſworn, to prove thoſe Copies, 
did preſently {tis £1 5py by advice of his Council, knowing how vain 
atly ſuch thing would be ) go off trom, and declined that Proof; and all 
that they had to offer being heard, My Lord Chief Juſtice delivered him- 
If in theſe Words : 4 

Gentlemen, 1 did give him [ ſpeaking of Farewe! who ſeemed the chief 
Perfod in this Iatrigue] /cave to go into what Evidence he wonld in this Caſe, 
»t that Trhought it material ; for if he could have PROVED NEVER 
SO MUCH, yer his MALICE had beex NEVER the LESS, to have 

One * a: alperſed the GOVERNMENT ; What had he to do to meddic 
Toth it? To what gorpoſe ſbould he write Books concerning the matters 


0 tradace the Fuitice of the Nation ? The People had (af- 
T9 
hive. done no ſuch 


? If they had ſuffered INNOCENTLY, he ought to 
as this 18, he 4id deſign and would ( no doubt of 


it) beve been very a ſatisfied , #f he could have made but Jomeprobable 


Evidence, that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey kill'd Himſelf ; 42d 1 was deſoroas 
70 hear what thep for themſehves : But yor hear what « kind of 
Evidence & is ; Not «a Witneſs he hath called, but "tis as much againit him as 
ran be, and does Evince it plainly, that the man was killed by Strangling ; 
«1 Fay Evidence was wpon the Tryoal of Green, Berry, and Hill, if he 
tould have raiſed a doubt «bout it, yer his Offence had not been Mitiga- 
ted by it ; /or « private Perſon is not to Arraign the Jultice of the 

tion 5. Bu: I was willing to hear what could be ſaid tz the Caſe; whether 4 
bt could be made in the World, that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was not 
ted ; and yas ſee bow his very Evidence hath is all things, confirm- 
ed the Ev at Prance hath given, that he was killed, and that by 
Sr ty I mu# leave it wit 90% _—_ they ar? three in 
this mi[chief, "tis a Combination of :b-m 0 ont publick Juſtice 
a the Pati : And what is th: end of it ? The dg 3 is, tO | It peo- 
ple beliewe there is 10 Popilh Plot 2 But 27 15 p/4», De was killedby the 
Dopilh Itty ; As Prance apon his Evidence ogainit Green, and the 0- 
thers PR Ly: od if xa. pron Fry made it ont, That he killed himſelf, 
all of them would have cryed out, Popilh plot was a ſham, -5:h:»2 4? 
a taiſed by the Pzoteſtants-againft the Papiſts, a» e/ :be Plot 


muſt have gone for nothing ; Gentlemen, I a» leave it with you, 8c. 


The 
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The matter was ſo plain, that the Jury without ſtirring from the Bars 
found them all Three Guzlty. 

The Priſoners were nor brought to ſentence till the third of J»ly, 1682. 
Between which time and the Tryal, Thompſon having in his Intelligence, 
took upon him to give an Account, as if Juſtice had not been done them 
{ though they had as much time and liberrty given them, by the Lord 
Chief Juſtice to call their FIT NESSES, and examine who they would, 
as they could defire ) therefore for further ſatisfation' the following 
AFFIDAVITS of WTT NESSES for the King that attended the Tryal , 
hut were not then called, were read in open Court, the firſk was of 
Captain Spence, 4 T all black man, andin perſon very like Six Edmandbwy 
Goafrey ; 18 theſe words : TX 


Spence's Athdavit. 


Richard Spence, Citizen and Upholder of London, living m A- 
rundel-ſtreet mn the Strand, in the Pariſh of St. Clements Dane, in 
the County of Middleſex ; having been twice Subpand'd, to give Evi- 
denee for the King upon an — , exhibited im the CGrown-Office 
gxanſt Nathaniel Thompfon, William Payn «nd*Fobn Farewet; 
and not being calÞd at their Tryal, to give Evidence in Open-court,- mia- 
keth Oath ; That upon Thurſday the tenth day of ORober, 2678. 
i being the Thurſday before Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was miſ. 
ling I his own Heuſe im Hartſhorn-lane in the Strand, as be this 
Deponent was coming from St. James's Market, to go to bis own houſe, 
about ſeven of the Clock at night, there were then at the Water-gate at 
Smmerſet-houſe , five or ſix men ſtanding together, who laid hold 
on this Deponent, as be was paſſing by them, and they taking hold of 
bth this Deponents Arms, dragged him down about a yard within the 
Vater-gate of Sommerſer-houſe, it _— but one of the ſaid 
mn, which this Deponent believes to have been HILL 3 (for that this 
Deponent knew him very well ; as alſo his Maſter, Doftor Godwyn ) 
med out and ſatd, This is not he : upon which, they immediately let this 
Deponent go. 


Jurat the 10th of July, 1682. | Richard Spence. 


Coram me 


W. Dolbin. 
Then John Oakly's Aftdavit was read. 


_ John Oakely, of the Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fields, in the 
(uaty of Middleſex ; Servant to My. Robert Breeden of Harts- 
horn-lang 


a 
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ſhorn-lane, in the faid Pariſh and County, Brewer : maketh Ot. 
Tharun Saturday the 1 2th day of October, 1678. about tight or wy 
of the Clock im the Evening, he was m the City of London, im the Com. 
pimy of bis Father Robert Oakely of Bifſiter, in the County of Oxon, 
Maulſter : And his Father came with him as far as Ludgate, where they 
parted. - And this Deponent going homewards to his Maſter Breedons. 
Houſe; coming by. Sommexſer-houle in 'tae Strand, when he cans 
near-the Ga'te of that Houſe, which leads down to the Water-ſide, commonly 
called the Water-Gate, which was about nine of the Clock at night, he ther, 
ſaw Sir Edraundbury Godfrey, and paſt cloſe by him, and pur off his 
Hat to him ; and Sir Edmungbury Godfrey, pt off his Hat again | 
to him. And after that this Deponent had paſſed beyond Sir Edmund. 
bury, he this Deponent turned about, and looked upon him again, and Sir | 
Edmundbury Godfrey ſtood fill, and there was a4 man or two | 
nearSirEd mundbury : And thisDeponent further ſaith, that be knew Sir 
Edmundbury Godfrey very well, for that be ſaw him almoſt daily F ' 
paſs by his Maſter Breedons-Houſe in Hartſhorne-lane, gory or (c f 
ming from his own Dwelling-bouſe, which was alſo in Hartſhorn lane: | * 
And this Deponent further ſaith, that about two or three days after, when : 
the Ravnor was that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was miſſing be acquaint | / 
ted bis fellow Servant Elizabeth Dekin, that he ſaw Sir Edmundbu. | 
ry:Godfrey near the: Water-gate at Sommerſet-Houſe in the Strand, 
that-very Saturday night that be was reported to have been miſſmg' from 
bis . Houſe m Hartſhorne-lane : And this Deponent further ſaith, thi 
he 'tol d the ſame thing to bis Uncle Ralph Oakely of the Pariſh of Lit 
tle St.' Bartholomew, about a week after the trme that Sir Edmund: 
bory Godfreys Body was found, and alfo that he told the ſame thing 1 
his Father the aforeſaid Robert Oakely, and to ſeveral others, in « 
ſhort Time after. Pe 


Jurar. 22. die Junii + John Oake); 
1682. Coram me 


John Moor, Mayor. 


Note in this Appendix to Thompſons T ryal, p. 43, 44, and 45- YOU 
may ſee * four Afﬀidavits , (v:z. ) of Elizabsth Dek: 2, John Breedon, 
Ralph Oakely theUnlce,andRobert Oakely, corroborating this laſt Aﬀidavit, 
and all proving that the Deponent did, both before the Body was found, 
and ſoon after, relate to them the ſubſtance of what he had now {worl 
therein, W: 


You 
don, 
Vit, 
und, 


yorl 


The 
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The Atidavit of Robert Forſer. 


Robeit Forlet, of Maribone in the Connty of Middleſex, Eſquire | 
having been twice Subpena'd to give Evidence for theKing, upon an Infor - 
mationf exhibited in the Crown-Ofhce, againſt Nathaniel Thompſon, 
William Pain, and John Farewel ; and being not called to give Evi. 
dence in Open Court, maketh Oath, That Tueſday the 15th of Oo. 
ber, 167 8. Being the Tuelday that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
miſſing ; He this Deponent was a Hunting with his Pack of Hounds, 
af the very place where the Fody of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
afterwards found, and beat that very place with his Hounds, and the 
Body was not che n there, nor any Gloves nor Cane thereabout ; the ſaid 
Deponent furthcr ſaith: That the ſame day Mr. Henry Harwood, 
requeſted him t his Deponent, that he would let him have his Funds the 
next Day after, bemg Wedneſday, and be would find that Hare they could 
wt find on Tueſday, or words to that purpoſe : And this Deponent fur- 
ther ſaith, T hat be the ſaid Harwood hath ſeveral times ſince affirmed , 
that be did accordingly Hunt in the ſame place, and beat the ſame Ditch, 
md ſaid, that the Body was not there that Wedneſday at Noon, which 
ſad Henry Harwood is newly dead. 


| Forar 1. Die Julii 1672. Robert Forſee. 


Coram me | 
W. Dolben. 


- After theſe Affidavits were read, the Court proceeded to Sentence ; 
which was, That Thompſon and Farewel ſhould ſtand i» the Pillory at the 


Old Palace-yard at Weitminſter, and each of them pay an Hundred Pound, ' 


and to be Impriſoned till they paid it ; and Paiz only Fined an- Hundred 
Pound. Accordingly 7homp/on and Farewe! did ſand in the Pillory with 


this Writing over their Heads. 
For Libelling the Fuftice of the Nation, by mon 
World believe, that Sir EDMUNDBURY 
FREY Murthered himſelf. 
But now as if all theſe. things had been TranſaQted in a Corner, or 


as the {tory of Brute, or a Popiſh Legend of St. Kitt, or the Eleven Thou- 
E | ſand 


the 


C1 


fond Virgins, Comes the witty Oblervatoz, and ( not to mention {everal 
of his former ſquinting reflections, in detiance both of 7 7:4, 2nd all 
thoſe wholſome Laws whereon theſe former Criminals had been punſhr 
does in three "9% one dated Seprember 29. 1684. another the iirlt of 0. 
dcber, and the third the fixth of the ſame month, undertake, and by a few 
bold daſhes of his Lrxriant Pen, by his ſingle Authority to Rewe ſe (in 
effect) the whole Proceedings. 
But what News does this :Ulnminated Author bring ? Can he aſlign any 
other manner of the Gentlemans death? Can he diſcover any other Muy. 
therers ? Can he name an } other time ex place when or where theHoneſtMz. 
giſtrate was brought to his untimely end? No, he pretends ot to any 
thing of all thts, for you mult note his general work is 79 pull down, not to 
Edify,to Dig « Pit, not to cover it; to amuſe, and not ſatisfie ; If you will 
be but fo Courteous to believe, That the poor, ever-harml:ſs, ever-innocent, 
evereloyal Dag had no hand in it, the buſineſs is done ; But if he cannor 
ſo much as offer any. other probable Acconnt of the Murther, nor has any 
new mattzr co Communicate ; to what purpoſe does he trouble himſelf and 
the world, or indeed (with all fubmiſſion be it ſpoken ) what has his 
Worſhip. to do with it at all? YetVll warrant you,he has ſome ſecret reaſons, 
ſome. valuable « though no good ) Caules and Conſiderations ; but 1 
doubt the Reader mult turn back to the before recited preamble in the Ir. 
formation againſt Thompſon, &c. if ever he will truly anderſtand them. 
Not to defile Nw with a particular Repetition of the Ribaldry, { a 
he himſelf deſervedly. calls his own handy work) the Subſtance of all 
theſe three Obſervators, (bating the lewd Expreſſions, as, Let «us hear the 
Child of Perdition, open againit the man of Sin, Dbſervatoz » 41. and the 
like Profanation of Holy Writ) 1s, to ſhew his Faculties 1n giving us a 
new Leſſon on the old String, Tuned to his hand by his dearly Beloved 
Fellow-Labourers, Thompſon and Farewel ; for though they (Bunglers as 
they were} could make no Muſick on't, he doubts not bur to Tickle it 
{o - Meat that like a ſecond Orphers, all the unthinking Bzutes and Lo: 
gerheads about Town, ſhall dance to his Harmony ; The Scope znd Sum 
of all I fay, is to new vamp the old baffl:d Calumny, viz. That there were 
Contradittions in the Exidence given upon Oath, by Prance and Bedloe, touch- 
ing th: manner and Circumſtances of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey*s Murther, 
and conſequently that the whole is a Fiftion, andno way deſerving Credit; 
That the rwo Poungling Uuitneſles agree not in their Tale, any more 
than the two Elders, in the Accuſation of chaſt Suſanna : And although 
neither King, Lords, Commons, Judges, nor Jury, could not perceive any 
thing at- all of rheſe palpable Oppoticions and damnable Interierings ; 
yet the Obſervator, like a ſecond Danze! forſooth, has found out all the 
Roguery, | 
Thus he tells the World, [ Obſervator Numb. 145. ] That Prance 454 
Bedloe, ere 4irettly at you Lye, and yon Lye: Again, — If for Thouſand 
Parliaments ſhould believe, Two potnt-blank Contradictions to be b9 
true ; ( as that's the pteſent caſe) I ſhould beg /eave to be excuſed — 
Ibidem, — Let the MWreneſſes be what they will, if they ſmear Backwards 
ant Foxwards, or diſagree upon any conſiderable Points among themſelves, | 
would v0t ( as a Gentleman ſaid, &p0n better Light, ana fecona thoughts, 18 
this very caſe) 1 would not TI ſay, Yang a Dog »9ex [uh 4» Evidentt, 


Obſervator 145.—And ſo he goes merr:i{y on, pretending to recite by WY 
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of Dialogue, Prances and Beadlves Teſtimony ; in Obſervatot 141, 142; 
& x45. And according to his faſhion, repreſents them as directly thwars- 
ing one another. 

But notwithſtanding the Obſervator, is upon ſo pleaſant a Pin, The 
diſcreet Reader will conſider of what weight and moment this matter is; 
How muck the Honour of the King and Kingdom is therein concerned, 
and what Conſequences attend it. As, | 

1. If Godfrey's being Murthered by the Papiſts can by any Artifces 
be brought into Suſpicion, made a doubt, or rendred uncertain, one of ghe- 

reateſt Demonfrations of che Popiſh Plot will be taken off :. There- 

Fe. nothing can be » greater Service to that party, than ſuch an At- 
tempt, and they are the only people that can be gratiked thereby. 

" But on the contrary, if that rther does undeniably lye at their 
door, where ?tis fixed by Law; Then all theſe ſhuffling ilegal Pretfices, 
to ſtifle the belief and memory thereof, (as barbarouſly as they did his 
perſon) are but ſo many freſb and pregnant Arguments, both of their 
guilt in that Aſ«/ination ; as alſo, of the certainty of their HELLISH 
CONSPIRACY, in Subſervience to which, the MURTHER was firſt 
Committed, and ever fince is {o daringly endeavoured to be palliazed. 

2. How much it will refte&t (ſhould the Obſervaror be Credited ) on 
the Wiſdom and Gro1neſs of his Sacred Majeſty, (known to be one of the 
molt quick-ſizhted and juieſt Princes uw | and upon his moſt Honour- 
able Privy Council, and the whele honſe of Peers: That they none of 
them ſhould ever diſcera theſe palpabte notowious Contradictions, that 
the Obfervator talksof ; for if they had perceived them, it caonot with 
out a civel Blaſphemy, be imagined, that they would have ſuffered ſuch- 
Witneſſes to have eſcaped unpuniſhed - much lefs would his Majeſty have 
parted with five hundred Pounds to B-4/oe,or permitted three honeft 1nno- 
cat men to have been Executed, on a Feftimony not fit to Convict a 
Dog. 

73 As the Reverend Judges are Members affiſtant in the houſe of Peers, 
and ſo cannat be ignorant of what Depolitions Prazce and Bealoe had 
there given in, ſobeing by our Laws bound tobe (as it were) of Coun- 
© with the Priſoners, (on which ſcore they are allowed to Fee naze, at 
leaſt as to matter of Faft) they ſeem obliged in Conſcience to have taken 
notice of ſuch Contradiftions, if any fuch there had been ; And indeed, 
what the Obſervator would now make paſs for ContradiCtions, were (in 
effe&t ) Sworn by the ſaid Bed/2eand Prance, on the Tryal of Green, Berry 
and Hil, as well as in their former Depoſitions before the Lords. ; ſo that 
the matter by him now rak'd up, ( bating his own Porgeries and Preva- 
rications) were then properly before the Court, who, were ſo far from. 
judging that the ſame did invalidate their Evidence, that they declared 
their Teſtimony to be thereby much frengrhened ; or could it polſibly be 
ſuppoſed, that theſe Contradiftions were then by-any overſight unre- 
guarded by the Court, *tis an amazing thing that no oe Jdge, nor one 
noble Member of the Zords Houſe, ſhould either not have the Sagacity to 
obſerve, or the Conraze to remonſtrate to his Majeſty thoſe Incoherences in 
the Evidences, and to have beſought the be# natur'd Prince in he World 
for a Pzrdo» or Reprieve at leaſt, till the matter might have been more 
fully Examined. 

4. How 
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4; How can we imagine but in all that tw, between the Prifoners 
Commirment, (I mean Green, Hil, &c.) and their Tryal, ſome of their 
Friends might have had recourle to the Loyas Jorynal, and thence taken 
Authentick Copies 'to Contront the MW7znefirs, or that Farewel, Sc, that 
alleadged and broughta Witneſs, to prove fuch Copies, would. not have 
inſiſted to have had the lame read, and not totally have decl:zud that part 
of their buſineſs, if they had not been conſcious that no Re//ef Could 
theage be expected ut a Court of Judicature, however they might ſerve 
thr or: now the: Obſervators )- 2u73, pretty conveniently to ſtuff gut 
Lib:ls, or imuſe ſuch of the Rabble as are willzzg rote deceryed ? 

5. :What ſtrange Apprehenlions will this be apt to begert in Forreigners 
minds, of our-Engliſh Juſttce, it ſuch groſs Abfurdiries as the Obſerya. 
tor-would make them believe, be fwallowed in qur Courts of Tudicature, 
and-mens lives thus taken away ? Aad what triumphs will che aftiveand 
witty Feſuites hence ere rotheraſelves, and to the ſcandal of the Proteſtant 
Religion; in places remote and aſter-ages ; and juſtihe all by the authority 
of the 'Obſerbatoz ?- | : 

6:: How pernicious and choaking may this bo/4 Example, if it ſhould e- 
ſcape unpuniſht, prove to all jud:czal proceeainys ?f For how relerved and 
loathy will many people be to give: Ewidexce againtt, Try or Condemn 
MatefaQors of Power or [zterejt ; if after the Law and Juſtice has had 
its due Courſe; they ſhall ſtill Iye under the Laſb and Exam:# of every 
private Mercinary Scribler (For though I have all the Deterence I ought 
to have for the Obſervatozs Q44/::y, yer in ſuch Caſes and ſuch Merhods 
I know 0 priviledge he has above others) If it ſhall remain in every mans 
power, that has Confidence enough to write a Book, to Arraign or call to 
Review: and Reverſe, or Brand with ſcandal, all the, moſt ſolemn proceed- 
ings with Impunity. : ? | 

Where's the dignity of the Law, ( as, Mr. L*Eftrange ſays well ) or the 
ſerurity of the State, if every foul-month*d Libeller ſhall be at liberty to Ar- 
raign Authority gratis, and to make what Whores, Rognes and T raytors they 
pleaſe 2, [IPEftrange no Papilt p, 2. ] What Traytor, what Murtherer, 
ſhall at any time be Executed , but it he have any witty friend or Cons 
federate ſurviving, may at this rate be Sainted and made a Martyr, or 
Celebrated as an [nnocen?, Andall the Judges, T[uries and Witneſſes, ex- 
poſed :even:to the higheſt Odium and Contempt, as often as any Fattions 
Writer hasa mind to ſhew his Dexterity in the managing of a Gooſe- 
Quill, and get-money for a Pamphlet ? 

7. ' The OBSERVATOR ſeems to be the leſs excuſable in that he had 
Recent Examples of the Laws jult ſeverity againſt ſuch praltices; Could not 
the thoughts of Madam C«lier and Nathaniel T hompſor”s Fatc, reſtain him 
from Embarking in-the-like deſigns? Could he fo ſoon forget how a 
certainffellow was notably whipr,. and Certis Pillored and Fined for 53 
liſhing a Paper reporting that ſome perſons atted the late Lord Ruſſel7's 
Ghoſt ? Was not Mr. Braddox's puniſhment freſh in memory, for inter- 
medling about theEarl of Efſex*s death, after the Coroners Inqueſt had 
found him fel» de ſe? Or Sir Samuel Barnardiſto:”s beirg fintd in a great 

Sum, for#miſrepreſenting (tho but in a private Letter ) the late horrid 
Fanatical Conſpiracy ? It therefore it ſhall appear, that che Obſervatoz, 
in d:fance to Trwth, and all thoſe Proceedings, has deliberately, and that 


in Print, and more haz once or twite, unnecef{irily, and upon dei72, cal- 
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led into queſtion the manner of Godfreys Murther, after it was ſertled by 
Law, and forged Contraaittions ( which really never were) in the Evi- 
dence, and flandered the Witneſſes, and by Conſequence abuſed his Ms- 

jeſty, and the whole Houle of Peers; nay, the Juſlice and Honour of the 
Nation, apd thereby expoled it (as much as in him lyes ) to Contempt 
abroad; and the unjuſt ſcandal of lying under the guilt of Innocent Hlood 
at home; What Animadverſions he ought to be lyable to, is with all hu- 
mility ſubmitted to authority, Nor will what he ſubtilly infinuates, OB- 
SERV ATOR 145. That neither Dats ncr his Cale, nor his Plot, is 
che ſame «: this day which it was ar the firt appearance : But the Contradi- 
fHions, the frands, and the Complicated Tniquities of Fittion and Confedracy, 
which time hath ſince brought to light, have given us a full and clear diſcove- 
ry of a thouſand things, which to the four Parliaments lay quite out of ſight — 
This I fay will not at all relieve the Dbſervator ; for _ true ( or ra- 
ther falſe ) ſoever the ſame may be, as to the Popiſh Ph in general, 
( which here I intend not to Examine, ) yet as to the Murther of Sir 
Edmundbury Goafrey, I muſt avow, That neither time, nor the Obſerva- 
2's 1-dn#ry (atter five years ative Endeavours) have not brought 
one (yllable, one Circumſtance to light that may in the leaſt ſeem to in- 
validate the Evidence, which was not known and apparent at the Tryal 
of Green, Hill, and Berry ; But on the contrary *tis notorious, that a mul- 
titude of matters, 7eſt:monies and Circumſtances, have been diſcovered , 

which every way ſtrengthen, and abundantly Confirm the Evidence of 
Bedloe and Prance there given. 

* Since therefore ſuch fatal Conſequences, diſhonourable to the King and 
Kingdom, attend the Dbſervatozs S2ge/tions; And that as he had no 

Right, ſo he could have no honeſt Zoyal Deſizn to intermeddle therewith, 

even {uppoſing them z7ve, what then will you ſay, if they are utterly 

groundleſs and falſe ? Certainly next to the Murther it ſelf, or that Cauſe 

which occaſioned it, there could ſcarce either a more audacious or mſ- 

chiet ous wickedneſs be attempted. 


Now to demonſtrate that the Obſervatozs Clamours are as groundleſs 
as malicious, ſhall be our next Endeavour. 


' And indeed *cis quickly done, for there is one Continued Thred of Fal- 
lagy ( or rather Forgery) runs through all his Cobwebb Contexture, which 
being once taken notice of, there will not remain the ft colour of Argu- 
ment in all his three Papers, to weaken the Teſtimony ; For wherever 
Bedloe ſwears what Zephair, &c. told him ; the Dbſervato very witri- 
h ( but how honeſtly let others judge ) omits that part of the depoſition 
and puts it, as if Bed/oe had poſitively ſwore it of his own knowledge, and 
ſo therewith Confronts Prazces Teſtimony, and then Tragically cries out, 
: Rogues! O Raſcals! See how they Contraditf and give each other the 
"Tis alſo fir to conſider the Obſerbatozs Vouchers ; how does he prove 
the depoſitions of Praxce and Bedloe, before the Lords ? Why forſooth 
from a certain Pamphlet (wherein I perceive the Gentleman is wellread ) 
latituled, Series, which I confeſs, ( living in the Country ) I had.ne- 
ver heard of, till 1 found it here ſo often cited ; And thereupon coming 
to London, and inquiringin Paxls-Church-1ard and Fleer-ftreet, I under- 
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Rogd it was 8 Night-Bird, rare to be met with ; but at laſt got a ſight of 
it, and fqund it fo far from being publiſhed by any Authority, that the ve- 
ry Printer and Bookſeller both, were either afraid or aſhamed to own it, or 
affix their Names. And altho Mr. OBSERVATOR, for the greater cre. 
dit of the buſineſs —— Cryes—-See Series, or the Journa! of the Loyas : 
[ QBSERVATOR, Numb. 141. ] whereby craftily he would inveiple his 
Reader, as if that Pamphiet were the Journal of rhe Houſe of Peers Print. 
ed, yer the thing it {elf hath more Gpgce and Modeſty, and has not a xwarg 
of Kh Lords Journal in all rhe Title. And indeed to every Judicious Per- 
uſer it will appear by its diſorder, miftakes, frequent Blanks, &c, to 
be only a Rhapſody of the Papers then fluttering abroad 1n Coffee. hoy. 
ſes, or the ColleQtian of ſome Sgge News-writer in thole times ; and if ] 
am not mifinformed, was when 4t firſt crept out (in 81. ) queſtioned by 
Authority. Tq what &/nd of Animals does this $yre of an OBSERVA. 
TOR write ? ]s the man ſwelled to that dotage of vanity as to expett 
an Apochrophal Anowuymons Libel | oyld als for Authentick ? How does 
7 appear that theſe are rre Copies ! That there are no 0m!ſſions nor j 
norant »igkes, or willful Forgeries ? Muſt the ' bug Proceedinrs of 4 
Nation be unravelled :Murtherers acquitted, Aſſailipates skreen'd from Jy. 
Rice, and the deſerved Odium of their bloody praftices; the Reputation of 
the Dead, and Credit of the Living, be vilifked' and branded with Per. 
jery, upon the words of a Lewd Pamphler, that in the year 81. eſca 
the Preſs in Hugger-mugger ? And eſpecially when the Pamphlet it {elf, 
does not pretend ta give the words of the Depolitious, For io lays Series, 
P. 40. Bealoe being brought to the Lords Bar, made 4 large Narrative to this 
Pear —— And P- 167. Prances being ſworn, did declare TO THE 
EFFECT following ;——Yet now the OBSERVATOR ſcrews every word 
of- this'lpoſe, uncertain account, and thence would ran down all their 
Evidence. © | | 
But Het us for once, 'and only by way of ſuppoſition, take it for grant- 
ed, That Bealoe and Prance did upon their Examination, depoſe juſt as 
lys des Serzes relates, yet ig will go-way Impeach the Truth or Cre- 
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F their Teſtimony, nor proye any Coxtradidtions therein. For the 
truth is, however Serzes has uſed them, yet the Obſervator hath groſly 
fallified the teſtimony of Series jt ſelf ; for when Serzes is- fo far honelt, 
asto tell us, that Bede all along ſwears, That Lephair, &c. TOLD him 
fo und 'o - The ervator zot only teaves out that, but adds, that Bedloe 
SWORE 'POINF BLANK, ſo and fo. As for example, Sexies p. $1. This 

Jeponent then asked phair, how hey got him thither, and-where they found 
him? I phair TOE Y HIM, that himſelf, Walſh and the Lord Bellaſis 
Gentlemgn, met Sir Edmundbury by the Kings Head in the Strand, Gf. 
Now this Queſtio! and Anſwer, the Obſervator, Numb. 141. fips. 
prefſeth,” and reprefeqrs Redlo: {wearing Lepheirs anſwer thus : Catte # 


. 
wn. . 
- 


Bedloe gives it upon his Oath, That Lephair, Walſh, and the Lord Bella« 
ſis wet Sir Edmugebury, by the. Kiogs-Head in the Strand, croſing we 
Street,” about five of. the Clock, &c, » 

And the fameArtifice theObſervator uſeth throughout all his Citations 
from Series,which Lneed not ſtand, to repeat,ler any.man that hath a mind 
to it Compare that Book with. the Obſervators Quotations from thence, 
and if he do nat #a/h for the Obſe xwatar, I may without breach of Charity 
pronounce him inſenſible of Trwh or Juſtice. For can there be Ars 
Pa pad!e 


( 19 ) 


py ern: 
and repreſ.nt what B-aloe Iwears, only as the Relation of others, as a po- 
fitive Declaration of his own Knowledge ? 

So when Serics, page 167. mentions Prance's Evidence, fetting forth 
the Motives Gerald and others made ulc of to ingage him in the Murther, 
it adds, that he ( the {aid Prance) did conſent thereto ; and the rather for 
ſame Malice that be bore t» the ſaid Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, who about to 
years before, when he was troubled at Hicks-Hall, out Pariſh dunes, did not 
conſent to his diſcharge, as ancther TJuitice did ; but ſzid, The Queen had 
not Power of Protedting her Servants : Whether Prance did declare any fuch 
thing, depends wholly on the Credit of Series, which 15 nvt worth a but- 
ton; but however, the Obſervator has -=s altred what Series ſaid of it, 
and tells the World, numb. 141. That the Reaſon given by Prexce for his 
conſenting, was, /ecanſe Sir Edmundbury Godlrey would wot rowſent to 
diſcharge Gerald, when he was troubled at Hicks-Hall zbout Pariſh -duties, 
and repeats char Fallification again, Obſervator 142.which could not poſſi- 
ble be a miſtake of the Oblervators, being contrary tothe Scope, Seace and 
Grammar of the Words, as related by Yerizs ; bur was no doubt pervert- 
e3 0a purpoſe with : D:{iz» to make Prazce ſeem to ſwear ſuch a» Adſur- 
dity, as that Gerald ( a Stroling Prieſt ) ſhould be in trouble about Pa- 
riſe-duties : 1n ſhort, if the Obtervator had but Printed the {everal Depo- 
firions which he talks of, intire, even as they are related by his Oracle 
Series, it would have plainly appeared, that there was no Contradigion 
between the Evidence of Prance and B:4/o?, bur rather that each confirtas 
the other, and lays the guilt of che Murther more ſtrongly on the Papiſts. 

ct. This variation in their Account, Praxce charging Gerald, Kely, 
Grees, Hill, and Berry, robe aftually coacerned ; and Beale naming Walfb, 
Lzphair, &c. to have treated with him about it, is an undeniable-Argu- 
ment, That Prance and Bedloe had no Fragen Or had there been 
Confederacy in the Caſe, they would undoubtedly have 1/234 their Stories 
more agreeable, - 

2. On the other ſide, this ſhews how zealous the Popiſh party were to 
&troy this Morthy Magiffrate, and how many were privy to it; they 
would be ſure to have Toofs enough, ( though the uader Inftruments 
not acquainted with each other, at leaft till the jobb was over) chat if ſome 
tailed, the other ſhould hir. | : 

3-As for what L-phzir told Brd/oe after the Murther committed,abont the 
manner of their meeting Sir Edmundbury Godfrey and decoying him into 
gnet-boo e, and the Perſons concerned in it, they were undoubredly in 
themſelves Lyes ; But what is that to Bedloe ? Who only upon Oath relates 
their Words; T thiok *ctis no wonder, that ſuch as would contrive a Mar- 
ther, ſhould invent Fa{ſboods ; who ever is well acquainted wih the Fe- 
thers of the Society, and their Dofrines and: Praftices, knows they are 
not wont to be Sleves 20 their Words, and that their Stories arc far from 
being relyed on as Oracles. | 

4. Buthere ſteps in Ferewe!, alias Thompſon's Letter to Praxce, with an 
Ohje#ion, that Lephair, $c. were wad:r no Temptation to or ou 
——1I Anſwer, how do we know that? For = h we are not obli 
toficd Reaſons for Jeſuires: telling of their Lies, who are known all the 
Wold over tobe men of Istrigee, and might have twenty gg 
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Deſigns in their heads herein, which we cannot imagine ; yet there is n, 
neceſſity we ſhould rather blaſt an Evidence upon Oath, and ſhuMe gy.; 
an apparent Murther, then conceit thoſe holy men would be guilt y of tel. 
ing a few Lies, becauſe we cannot ſee how they were neceſſary to their (@. 
cret purpoſes? However, if we confider the whole Caſe, it will be ea(y 
co guels at their Deſign. 

- They had treated with Bealve to be concerned in the Murther, (thy 
thery not naming . the Perſon) and he promiſed to meet them for tha; 
purpoſe-at Somerſet-houſe, on the twelfth of Otober at night, bur faileq, 
. This" tight raiſe ſome S»ſprcions of him : However, to ingage him +; 

deep-as*twas poſſible, Lephajr appoints him ro meet on Monday night, 
. and'then told him the bu nels was done, propoſes a Reward if he woy!; 

help to-carry off the Body, and ſhew'd him the ſame, having firſt rol 
him the before-mentioned long (but falſe) ſtory of the anzer of the Mur. 
ther; and conjur'd him upon the Sacrament he had lately received, to hs 
thete afain that night, about eleven or twelve a Clock, to help off with 
the Body, which they ſaid they would carry our in 4 Chair, and put it upoy 
- himſelf, and that the Portey was'ts ſit up to let them out, &c. 
Now-the Deſign of telling him theſe falſe Circumſtances of the Mur. 
- ther,” might very well be, That if he ſhould offer ro diſcover, { whereof 
they \might have ſome certaip Suſpicion for the Reafons aforeſaid ) then 
' he charging it upon wrong Perſons, ( viz.) Lephair, Walſh, &c. They no 
doubt 'were well provided with Teſtimony where they were all that very 
+ at Murther was done, and ſo would have thrown of his Evi 
enge.. © * COS | TE, | 
And finding that Bedlve did not come that Mozday night at eleven or 
twelve a Clock, according to Ins promiſe, they grew more jealous of 


Which®Anſwers all the Gbſervators Tattle, numb. 141, & 142. on that 
Subje@;, ' which he wonld make a mighty ContradiCtion of, as if whereas 
Prance ſwears, the Body was not carried out till' Wedneſday night, Bedlee 
Thould depoſe. that it-was carried out on Moxday ; Whereas Bealve 
ſwears” no ſuch thing, bur that they rold him, or ſaid, they had agrecd to 
erry it'out then; but he replyed, it would be 709 ſoon, and that elevenor 
twelvea Clock would be better. ' | 

--*And that they were under ſome ſuch Suſpicion of Bealce, e{pecially after 
his ſecond failing on Monday night, may be pretumed from their remov- 
ing .thePody the'next night into another Room, where it had not been 
ſors 5 Pre ers forth Tryal p. 19. 4X.” Og of 

' How mitich the Cburt was fatisfea with the Truth and Co-herence of 
the Evidetice, (and'ſd far from apprehending any ContradiStions, that 
on the*contrary they judged the ſame wonderful Azreea*le, as far as the 
nature 6f the Caſe wobuld bear )/ appears (beſides what we cited before) 
by theſe words of the Lord Chief Juſtice to the Jury, upon the Tryzl of 
Gree, Birr5,and Hil. Fol. 8. It is hardly poſſible for any man to invent 
ſech 4 Story; for. Prance it is I believe ; T find it is no hard thing for the 
Prieft6 cantrive ſuch an Att ion, bit for Witntſſcs to agree in ſo many mas 
terial Cirtumſtances, with one another, which had never converſed together, 
is insyoſfibtt; If all this had bcen a. Chimera, ana n2t really fo, then Prince 
muſt be 'ons of them notable Inventors im the World; And there muſt ave 
hneen the mightieft chance in the World, that Mr. Bedloe and he should ge 
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ſo in all things, and that the Maid ſhoul4 ſwear that Hill was there that 
) Morning, ana that the Conſtable ſhould find the Boa; juſt 4s they had tcld 
; rance :%+y b:a left him ; fo that upon the matter you have two Witneſſes ab 
moſt in eviry thins, for Mr. Bedloe ſeeing him in th? place Marther:d, 11 4 
. plain Evizence thu the thing was done ; and all the other Witneſſes ſptaking 
to Circumſtances, both before and after, makes the Evidence plain, that theſe 
were the men that 414 it. And I ſee nothing in-coherent in all My. Prances 
| Tejtrmony , I rouls nt u#oe this ſo, if I were not ſatisfied in my 0nn Con 
, ſcience that rhe Relation 1s true. Thus the Lord Chief Juſticeto the Jury. 
It is farther to be noted, That Bedlove on his Death-bed when he was 
. on the Brink of Eternity, and was ſatisfied that his Diſſolution was very 
) near, did with repeated Aſſeverations avow the Truth of all his Depo- 
fitions; And (as I find it in an Account ſoon after Publiſhed, of his 
i Death, by Raxaa! T aylor, and which I never heard was queſtioned or 
: confuted ) did to the Right Honourable the then Lord Chief Juſtice 
: North, (now Lord Gu1{fordand Keeper of the great Seal) declare amongſt 
, other things, T hat whatſcever he had Declered to the King and Council, and 
the ſecrut Committee, and at the SEVERAL TRTYALS upon Oath, were af 
true upon the Word of a dying man; Adding theſe Emphatical Expreſh- 
» | ons, That be.expetted no Crown of Martyrdom for lying as the Papifts aid ; 
f but what he ſaid was ſincerely true, as he was ſhortly to appear before the Great 
p Jehoveh, the Maker of all Fleſh, where he ſhould ftazd with a clear Conſci- 
D ence, 45 t0 all matters of th: Plot, wherein he had givenEvidence. 1 his 
| was Monday Augi#t 16. 1680. and growing weaker and weaker, on Wed- 
| nay Night was taken Speechleſs, but on T hurſday night his Speech be- 
ing reſtored, one ſtanding by, again asked him, If be were ſatisfied iz his 
Conſcience 45 to what he had Sworn? To whom he Anſwered, That as be 
boped for Salvation, all that he had ſworn about th: Plot, was juit ard true ;, 


and that he had rather Omitted thew Augmented any _—y he had giveh in 


Evidence. This he ſpoke the very Night before he Dyed, and after he had 
beef in a Trance ſeveral hours ; the next day Auywft 20. 1680. about two 
of the Cleck in the Afternoon he Expired. 

And {o notorious in Brifte! was this his laſt Aﬀertion of the Truth of 
his Evidence ; That there were Elcutcheons fixed on his Hearſe, with 
this Inſcription in Black Letters, in a Field Argent. 


 Teitim( mim quod vivens Exhibuit, Moriens conitanter Obfirmavit ; 
The Teſt imor.y which he living Exhibited, dying he conſtantly did Confirm. 


And is it not hard, very hard, mnhumane and uncharitable, as well as 
bold and refleQive on the publick Juſtice, for the Obſervator (now four 
years after this Perſons Death, and near fix fince the manner of Gedfrey*s_ 
Murther was fetled by Law, ) to come with the Negromancy of a Com- 
pany of palpable Tricks, aQtuated and raiſed by the Demoz of Drollery, 
to load the Deceaſed with opprobious Names, and render that Solemn 
Teſtimony of his, and all thoſe Reverend Authorities that gave it Cre- 
= Comemptible, and Ridiculous, and (as much as in. him lyes ) 

ous ? 

As for Praxce the other chief Witneſs, he being as much a Stranger to 
me as the Obſervator himſelf; I love not to make needleſs | Apologies 
for People I am unacquainted with, only I cannot but obſerve, 

G 1, That 
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3. That the Obſerbatox has moiPd and Toil'd moſt heartily for ſome 
years to Blacken him, but after all I do not ſee that he has ſo much 2; 
Charged him with any thing that can be pretended to invalidate his Evi. 
dence; and if he cannot do zhar, all the reſt is impertinent Libelling, e 
ven ſuppoſing the matters were true. 

2. That the Obſet tozs common places againſt Prance about Braſs. 
Skrews, cheating her Majeſty in the Antipendinm, &c. are whol! y fiftious 
and ſcandalous, I am confident all men of ſence will conclude, that ſhall 
read the Book ſet forth by Prarce, about Chriſtmas laſt, intituled, 4 Poſt- 
ſcript to the Dbſervato2s fri Volume, &c. Wherein' thoſe Clamours are 
ſo fully, nodeſtly and undeniably Confured by Reaſon, Aﬀidavits, and 
all kind of Competent Proofs, that it was a plain Demonſtration, how 
unable the moſt witty Slanders are to ſtand before plain naked Truth; and 
muſt wonder at the fore-head of an Obeſervator, that can repeat thole bat. 
fled Columnies, after he was therein fo clearly ConviCted of Falſhood 


and Scandal. 


3. *Tis the moſt unaccountable thing in the world, That Prance breda 
Romaniſt, almoſt from his Cradel, ſo zealous in that perſwafion, all or 


eward of ,o0 7. bur ſtood out till till he was taken, and charged; 
Nor. is it Huck as pretended, that he then received any Aﬀeonts trom 
hisc wo ' . 


Cu : | 
Ek mehis Blood, and bring a feandal on that Church he theo loved 


of his Temporal Adyantages ; if it had not been upon the horrers of 
Conſcience. and Coovittions of Trath,-it muſt certainly be impdſlible he 
ſhould have done all this. 

'4- Since the Obſeryatgr is ſo zealous jn his Repetitions, that to ſupport 
bat he bad more than enough ſaid, Numb: £41. I hope the Reader will 
pardon, if. we briefly Speate Here the leveralEvidences that haveCo- 
rob Hang the Truth and makes itas conſpicuous as the Sun in his Meridi- 
ah Luſtre, that Juſtice Golfrey fell by Popiſh Hands, and in that manner 
rawce relates. = | | 

. ?Tis moſt plait, that Sir Zdmindbiry was apprehenſive of his being 
Aſſaſfinated by Papiſts Eſquire Robinſon, Prothometary of the Com- 
man-Pleas,. A_ Gentleman of . unqueſtionable Reputation, depoſes 


\) . 
> # 


offitively. , that on the feventh of OXober, but five days before the 


Murther ; Godfrey diſcourſing with him 'abour the Plot, and the exami- 


nation 


his vain Shatns, he recites Obſervatbr, Numb. 142, 145, and again, 169. 
wW 
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nations by him taken, ſaid he ſhould have little thanks for _—_—_— ang 
that he was afraid the Depth of the matter mas pot found out; and then ad- 
ded theſe Obſerveable Words, — Upon my Conſcience, I believe 1 shall 
be the firſt Martyr. 

Secondly, That both Green and Fil had been at Go4f7eys houſe, the 
2rmer about a fortnight beſore, the latter, on the very morning that he 
was miſſing, ( agree2b.e to Prance's Evidence of whart they had told him) 
is ſworn by Sir Edmunzbury Godfrey's Maid Servant Elizabeth Curtis, 
who alſo {wears, that H:{{ had on that morning, the very ſame Cloath: 
which he wore at the Bar, and he acknowledged that he had.»or cbams- 
ed his Cloaths, Tryal pag. 4o. She alſo depoſerh, that others about that 
time, came to thetr houſe with ſtrange notes, which her Maſter Sir Fd- 
mindbury {aid, he did not know what to make of. 

Thirdly, The Intimacy of Gerald, KU, Green, Berry and Hill, with 
Pranc+,and their frequent Meetings at the P/ow- Ale-honſe about that time, 
is proved, both by the Maſter of the Houſe, and his Servants; Tryaf 

eat, & 42. 

"kts, That Sir Edmundbury Goafrey's Neck was broken ; And that 
the Wound or Wounds given by the Sword, run through the Body when 
found, were not the Cauſe of his Death : That having on then a Flannel 
Waſtcoat and Shirt, neither of chem, or any of tis Cloaths were pene- 
trated, is teſtified by rwo able Chirurgeons that viewed the Body. 

Fifthly, That Sir Edmundbury Godfrey abour nine of the Clock, OfFober 
12. 1678. (the very time Prazce meations,) was ſeen come "6/ong the 
Strand by Somerſer-houſe, and towards the Water-gate ſtopt to fpeak with 
ſomebody, See Oately's Affidavit before recited. 

Sixthly, That the Body of Sir Edmundbury GoZfrey in the' Ditch, or his 
Sick and Gloves on the Bank, where he was found on Tharſdey Evening , 
were not there on Wedneſdey, See the before-recired Afidevir of Squire 
Forſer, and Nathaniel Thompſons Narratve,Printed on his own view, and 
written by his own DireCtions, immediately after the Body found, rect- 
ted in Thompſons Tryal Fol. 49- Though afterwards the ſame Thompfos' 
5 before-mentioned, had the Impudence to publiſh Libels, nor only con-' 
trary toTruth,but even his own particular Knowledge,and Prinred handy- 
work. 

Seventhly, What Prance had long before declared of rhe Meeting ar 
Bow after the Murther, and reading the Paper of the manner of Sir Ed- 
nanibury Godfreys Murther, is wholly Confirmed by rwo Witneſſes, and 
particularly, by Evans belonging to the houſe, who ſwears, that they 
pulld out a Paper and read it, and named Sir Edmundbary Godfrey's name 
and whilſt he was at the door, ſomebody came and threatned ro kick hiny 
down Stairs— Juſt as Prarce ſaid in every particular. Conſider all-theſe 
and many other Circumſtances, in the Tryals of Green, Berry and Fill, 
0f Celier and T hompſon, &c. And let any reaſonable man judge, whether 
there be yet any doubt to be made, by whom, or how Godfrey was 
thered * Eſpecially if he at the ſame time refle& who and of what femp 
the only Perſons are, that have egdeavoured to render it dubious, (v:z.) 
a Anonymous Paper of ReflcAions, famous Mrs. Celzers, Firs Ferris, Ma- 
reb, both Iriſh Papiſts, the now-more-then-ever notorious T hompſorn, 
Eurewel, &c. and after all, the moſt bal2, and yer ( to the praiſe of thereft 
of the Intriggers, be it {voken) in this matters the moiſt Empty and Triffling 
Obſervator. Upon 
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Uport whoſe Papers (on this Subjet) unworthy a Gent!: mar; ben 
I ſhould not have beftowed {o much pains, did I not oblerve, hyw my} 
they are Cryrd vp, and greedily {wallow'd by many half-witted People 
that eſteem every thing he Writes as Authentick, as Sacred Orzcles - and 
think all that oppoſe or detett his Scandals of any kind, muſt needs he 
Fanaticks, Whizgs, and Enemies to the Church of England as by Law 
Eſtabliſhr. 

Now what a friend to the Honour of the Government the Obſeryarg; 
is,' has partly appeared in this matter ; And what regard he has to the 
Church of Eg/and, his Outrages and Refleftions on ſeveral Worthy, ang 
every. way Confermable Divincs, may Evidently Demonſtrate ; Ang 
eſpecially the whole Scope of moſt of his late Papers whercin pretending 
to expoſe an 7maginiry Trimmer for the Diſſenters, of his own m2king; 
he himſelf really ats broad-faced, « 7 rimmers part for the Papiits, 

-*Tis far from my intent, (who have been Educated in, and eſteem it 
my greateſt honour and happineſs to continue a Son of the Leyal Ef. 
blifhe Church of England) to eſpoule the Cauſe of Schiſmat ichs, of either 
ſide, (for fuch the Papiſts are,as well as others) But as al!l the world 
knows that good Church ( like every Vertue lying between Extreams) 
has many. years beea troubled with ewo ill Neighbours, the one aiming 
at her Throat, the other renting off her Garmexnrs ; I mean the Pulrtick 
Fattion (for I can ſcarce aftord it the name of a Church ) of Rome, om 
the one hand, and Prct:ffant Diſſenters ( under ſeveral Denominations) 
on-the other; - The former quarrelling with her Do##rines, Unchurchin 
her, and—- Denying Prieſthood to her B:ſhops and Miniers; nay, even 
Salvation to any one of her Members, living and dying ſuch : the latter (for 
themoſt part-) owning her Dottrinals, Church-ſhip and Miniſtry, and 
(as far as I know ) zone of them denying the poſſibility of Salvation to 
her dying Members, but ſcrupling certain Rztes and Ceremonies ( on all 
ſides amooge us held to be Indiferent) which they pretend or think, are 
without ſufticient warrant from Gods Word enjoyned, or made neceſſ+. 
ry-to-Communion with her. And on that, or ſome ſuch like ſcore, alledee, 
they dare not joyn themſelves with and in her. 

. Now as it ſeems not very difficult to determine, which of thele is, c& 
ought tobe accounted the worſt, moſt dangerous and Irreconcilal l-' Ene- 
my to the Church of Exg/and; fo it is moſt ſuſpicious, that a perſon that 
pretends to be the General Champion for the Church ( as well as State) 
yetdefends her but ox oze ſide,and whilſt he skirmiſhes her ownRevoired 
or diſaffeQed Infantry, takes no notice of the other Zanzummin Hoaſt of 
her old avowed and inplacable Adverſarics ; nay, one thar whillt te 
flouriſheth fair. Colours of zeal for our Church, makes it his buſinels to 
raiſe Mut#nies in her Tents, anc is highly beloved and applauded in, it 
he hold not Correſpondency wit*,tt:at formidable Camp of her Enemies; 
whom he never engages, but upon all occaſions, rather appears'a Medi: 
tor a Panegyriſt , or an Advocate of and for them ; ?Tis very ſuſpicious, 
that ſuch an Undertaker is rather a Spye than « Champion; an Unacrm- 
zer or Betrayer of the Proteſtant Church, ro which he pretends,” rather 
then a Cordial lover or aſſerter of it. I defire not to be believed upon 
Nude Averments, or partial, wreſted, falſe-apply=d,or imperfect Sentet- 


ces; let every manthat wears the . Name of a Proteſtant, make bur ul 
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of his own Eyes, his own Ears, and what Reaſon and Judgement God 
bath lent him, upon theſe Words of the Of/ervaror, Vol. 2. Numb. 145. 


Trimmer. D» not th: Papiits hold is Lanfal, nay, and a Point of Duty 
t0 deſtroy the Heretichs 7? 

Obſervator. The Aroument flies in the face of ye ; fer "ris th-> very Princs- 
ple of the Phanaticks, 42 4/ re Papiſts ; But in one word, to make a 
Yopiſh plot en t, »-» --/ {75 prove the Fact: $Seco-4/;, The congruity 
of that P2actice 2 14+ Poſirions of rhe Papiſts, not to the Poſitions of here 
and there aman, -r -- the Juthoutatibe Poſitions and Concluſions of 
the Komiſh Church, -4 7+ Conform Sentiment of the Members in Gene: 
ral of that Communion. , 

Trimmer. 7s not all this PROVED clearly to ye? 

Obſervator. No, x9; NOT AT ALL, azr CLEARLY. 


Theſe are the very Words of the Odſcrvator, and whether the moſt 
wh Teſt: in Evy-p*, could have Trimmd it away morecleverly for the 
Papitts, is lefr to every Proteſtants Conlideration, 


t. *Tis here aſſerted, that the Phanaticks hold it lawful, nay, a Point of 
Duty alſo; to deſtroy Papiſts ; — Now it may be worth while to inquire 
whether the Obſervatoz had not a deſign to brand al! Proteſtants, parti- 
cularly, our En21:h Government, for making the neceſſary Penal Lans 
againlt the Papiſts ; for I challenge him ro prove or inſtance in any Pro- 
reſtants, either of the Church, or Ditſenters from it, uſually called Pha- 
neticks, that ever held or declared it lawful to deſtroy or take away the 
Lives of Papi#ts; as,or becauſe they wefe ſuch. 1 ſay, let him name «ny 
oe that hath ſo done, not to tye him up to Authoricatize Poſitions, and 
Conform Sentiments 1n general, which he requirgy, where he fears the Ro- 
mens may be pinche. | 

But on the other ſide, that the modern Church of R :»:e hvlds it Law- 
fal, nay a Point of Ds:y, to deſtroy all that ſhe calls Hereticks; and this 
not oaly by their publick Magiſtrates, in Judicial Decrees and Sentences ; 
but if that cannot be obtained, by any privat? hard, ( that 1s) by Clan- 
deftine Murthers and*Afſaſſinations ; and this too not only againſt pri- 
vate SubjeQs, but Princes, /even their: own) that are Hereticks ; and 
that the Church of R-»z2, and her particular Members with her Appro» 
bation, have pratt:ſed accordingly, is lo notorious toevery man tollerably ac. 
quainted with the Roman Canons ana Decrees, or Hiſtory of Earp? for 
theſe laſt ſeven or eight hundred years 3 that to ſtand long 1n proving it, 
I tear would render me ſuſpefted to be like the Obſervator, one that has 
abundarice of Leiſure. and Scribbles for fo much a Sheet. 

But leaſt I ſhould ſeem to thole un + in Church-hiſtory (whol per- 
cave are the Obſervators A iareF: d {wagger over (by this general 
Charge) what I cannor nrove, be pleaſed to rake theſe tew Teſtimonies, 
(from amongſt a rhouſan4 more that I could offer) and thoſe too from as 
good Law, and as Authoritative as any Edits of that Church. 

- 23. That the third Council of Leteren,held by Pope Alexander the third; 
and the fourth held under I2»ocert the third : And theCouncil of ConZazce, 
(all which are owned by the R-m1niſts to be general Councils) do decree, 
that the Goods of all Hereticks, if they be Lay-men,ſhall be a 
H 2, That 


| 
: 
, 
' 
| 
| 


f.26-} 

2. That Hereticks ſhall be ImpriJoz'd in Fetters and Iron chaines till 
the Church have paſſed Sextence on them, Council Conſtance, Seſhon 45, 
By the fourth Lateran Council, all Kings, Emperors, &c. are Commandeg 
to E xpel and Extirpate all Hereticks out of their Territories ; And adds 
that if any Temporal Lord neglett to do ſo, he ſhall be Excommunicateq' 
and ifhe ſtand fo one year, then the Pope may pronounce his Subjetts t, 
be diſcharged from their Ovedience, and Expole his Territories to be injoyeq 
by Catholicks, who having Exterminated the Hereticks, ſhall poſſei; it 
without all Contradiction : And. moreover, that they who under the 
Badge of the Croſs will ſet themſelves to Roor our Hereticks, ſhall haveand 
enjoy a full Remiſſion of all their Sins. 

3. That Hereticks ſhall be duely puniſht by the Secular Judge, they ſhall 
take them away by a Damnable Death, ſays another of their Decrees, 
[ Conc. To. 11. p. 619. ] and ſo was, and to this day is, the conſtant Pra. 
Qice in Italy, Spain, &Cc. 

© 4. That Perſons, yea Prizces, upon theCharge, and even the ſuppoſal 
'of Hereſy, or where the Intereſt of Holy Church hatk required ir, may 
be Murthered by private hands, appears by the Aſſafſination of two French 
Monarchs in the laſt age, various attempts againſt Queen Elizabeth, and 
the matchleſs Guz-powder Conſpiracy againſt King James ; molt of which 
Treaſons were promoted and approved of by the Pope, and ſome of the 
Traytors Honoured as Saizts by their Church ; not to mention a thou- 
{and other, and ſome more near inſtances, which the Obſervator ſhall hear 
of, whenever he calls for them, if he dare Conteſt this point. | 

2. The Obſervator ſays ———To make a Popiſh Plot, you muſt fr} 
prove the Fat, Numb. 145. » 

Anſwer —Good Sir ! At whoſe Bar ? The King and his Council, and 
the Lords and Commons of Ezg/axd in four Parliaments, have heard the 
Proofs,and upon a ſtrid ſcrutizy, becoming their Wiſdom, and the weight 
of the matter, were-ſatished, and have declared it a Popiſh Plot, and an 
Horrid and DamanablePlot too ; But ſtill Mr. Trimmer-maker, Vir. I know 
not whoof an Obſervator, it ſeems 1s not ſatisfied. Let. him bur have 
the ſcanning of it over again, and he, by the art of Legerd:miin, and Pre. 
ſto begone, will make nothing ont ; what pitty *wwas that he was out of 
the way,or loſt in a Dutch Bogg,whilſt theſe matters were under the con- 
fideration of our Supremeſt Councils and Judicatures ; that He, the ON- 
LY HE ia the world that could do the Feat, was not here to enlighten 
ts. | 

But, alas! this inſpired man was abſent, and who knows but three or four 
thouſand Guiniesin 79.-might have ſatisfied his Hungry Scruples as much 
on the one ſide, as the like or a greater Iilumination did in 83 and 84, on 
the other. wg 

3: To make a Popiſh Plot on't, the Obſervaror ſays we mult prove 
the Congruity, of that grefivee [Of Plotting and Deſtroying Hereticks he 
means] to the 4 ys of the Papiſts, not t9 the poſitions of here and there 8 
man ; But. to the Authorative Poſitions and Concluſions of the Church. © 
Rome, -4n4d. the Conform Sentiments of the Members in general of that Com- 
munion, and T HIS (he ſays) is not clearly, nor at all proved. | 

This Paragraph is all over the Quinteſſence of St. Omer, Trimming, 
Shamming, Lies, Scandal, andPrevarication, all cloſe heaped up rogether. 
Firſt, here is the Innocency of the Church of Rome's Principles a 

Cecondly, 
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pery, ſcana4'1544 as Dunces, titat underſtand not their Adverſaries Do- 
arines, Nor able to prove what they themſelves have generally aſſerted, 
but ſuch 1} men, as wiliully flndered the Papiſts in that matter. 
Thirdly, Here's the c/4 j«22/e whereby Papiſts have endeavoured to ſolve 
or excuſe the Otious Tenents of their Schoolmen and other writers, when 
they do not find 1t tor their turn to juſtific rhem, (viz.) That they are 
the politions Gt pr/wa47e men not owned by the Church. Fourthly, He 
makes it 1mpolit'>le ever to prove 4 Popiſh Plot, unleſs we can prove the 
Congruity thereo!,not only to theAuthoritative Poſitions of that Church, 
but allo to the Contorm Sentiments of the Members in General of that 
Communion, And at this Rate when ſhall we have done? It we muſt 
Summon all the Papiſts in the world, to know their Sentiments, when 
not one in a Hundred, nay a Thorſand of them ſcarce, know what they 
hold themſelves. 

As to the iirit and ſecond of theſe particulars, viz. the Roman Prin- 
cjples, or That that Church hclds it lawful, and a piece of duty to deſtroy 
Hereticks; *tisan amazing thing that any man in aProteſtantLivery,ſhould 
have the Contidence to deny it, er to avert at this time a day, that the 
ſame 1s not c/car/y, no not at all proved. 


Que Regio in terrs, noftri non plena Crucris ? 


What Spot of Ground in all the world is free, 
From Bloody Marks of Pepiſh Cruelty ? 


The Learned Dr. Moor ( Divine Dialogues, p. 161. ) gives us aſpeci- 
men of Roma, Catholick good nature Pope Julius the ſecond ( faith 


-he) by his pragmatical planting and pulling up, and A — 15 ſaid t0 
have been the occaſion of the Slaughter of Iwo Hunared Tho 


| »{and Chriftians 
in the ſpace of ſeven years; That one Popiſh Maſſacre of France, within the 
ſpace of three months, amounted to an Hundred Thouſend ; nay, P. Pert- 
onius avers, That in France 4/oze, in that great Perſccution againſt the Al- 
digenſes aud Waldenſles, there were Murthered no leſs then Ten Humadred 
Thaſand men ; from that time to the Reformation , wo ſmll number 
Was made away by Sword , by Fire, and other Tortures ; from the 
berianing of the order of Jeſuits, till the year x580. Balduinus reports, 
That there were about Nine Hundred Thoaſand of the Orthodox Chriftians 
Murthered, that is, within the ſpace of thirty or forty years ; within « few 
Jeers in the low Countreys atone, the Duke of Alva cut off by the Hand of 


' the Hangman, thirty ſix thouſand Souls of the Proteitants, ana the Holy In- 


quiſition, as Vergerius Witneſſes, (one well acquainted therewith) in leſs than 
thirty years ſpace, conſumed a Hunared and Fifty Thouſand, with all manner 
of Crnelties : In ſo much as that Learned and Jadictows Perſon Mr. Joſeph 
" Mede, is of Opinion, that the papa! Perſecution does either equalize or exceed 
the Deſtruttion of men made npon the Chaycb, by all thoſe ten famous Perſecu- 
ions under the Pagan Emperors, and yet there has beem a Conſiaer abie Acciſuan 
made ſince to this Bloody Cat lone, in Piedmont and Ireland, if not 11 other 
places. So far that Learned Dottor. 

After ſuch ſtupendious Butcheries ated throughout ChriSendom, by 
the Church of R--e., meerly under the Notion of Suppreihng H-r-/y, 
"comes the merry Dbſerbator ; and would perſwade us that good an 
os 4 by 
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L xy had never a Tooth in her Head ; She Plot ? She Þpurdrr 4 


ſuch matter ; you mult prove the Congruity of ſuch Prattices to her Poſiti. 
ons and Concluſions too, or elſe by che Mals he will not allow us one Inch of 
a Poptiſh plot. . . 

Well,to humour the Gentleman,we have given him a few Inſtances both 
of her moſt charitable Authoritative Poſitions,and herCongruousPraQices. 
they that would ſee more, and that this Congruityof Principles and Prathi. 
ces in theChurch of Rome 1s clearly prowed,and *twas lo before theObſervator 
was bortt; Let them read the Learned Mortons Diſcovery of Romiſh Peſe. 
tions, and the Defence thereof, dedicated to King Zames ; and Whites way 
ro the Church, and indeed almoſt any of our Antient Divines 1a their Pro. 
lemicks againſt the Papiſts, and of lare, the right Reveread Biſhop of Lis. 
toly's aecurate Treatiſe ; and the Judicious Deans of Panlsand Canterbury, 
in ſeveral of their reſpeQive Writings, whereby the falſeneſs as well ax 
Scandalouſneſs of this the Obſervators Aſſertions will appear : And as to 
what relates more particularly to Sir Edmundbury Goafrey's Cale, I ſhall 
crave leaveto recite the Words of the Reverend Biſhop of St. Aſaph in his 
Funeral Sermon, page 29, and 3o. * As to the DoQtrine of the Feſnires, in 
« plain Terms , '( faith that Reverend Perſon) to ſlander another man 
* in defence of their own Right or Honour, eſpecially for one of the F4. 
©thers, to do it in Defence of the Society, ſome hold it plainly lawful, 
* ſome lay it's a Venial Sin yz for the Proofs you may find them together, 
© in the fifth of the Provincial Letters ; If fo, what ſhould hinder thoſe 
* men from railing all theſe Reports of this perſon, fince it was in defence 
© of themſelves and their Seft; if they Kilted him.——Secondly, Thatit 
* was their intereſt to Kill him, *cis manifeſt, if they have any deſigns+- 
© gainſt the Government. And if either his Life would have hindered, 
* or diſcouraged them in it: Or if his Death would diſcourage others, 
© from being ative in their places. But that *cis the intereſt of their $2, 
* and of their Church to ſubvert the Government, and thar they for their 
© parts defign' it now at this preſent; I think that this is SO PALPA 
© BLE, that I ſhould but loſe time in proving ir. 

'* Thirdly, That they hold it lawful to kill in ſuch Caſes; for this, it is fo 
© plain- delivered in their Writings, as any Article of Faith is in the 
* Creed; they ſay firſt in general, to Kill another is Murther indeed, if you 
*do it for Revenge, or any ſuch ſiniſter. end. And therefore you mult 
© be ſure to Aired: your intention aright ; and (0 by direCting the intenti- 
© on, tho you do the ſame aft, it ts not Murrher. 

For Example, if one threaten to publiſh grievous Crimes of my ſ«lf, or of 
my Order, when I have no other way to eſcape this, I may lawfully Kill him; 
And *tis plain, that I have no other way, if he be ready to charge me or 
my Order before men in Authority, ſaith Tannerus. In like manner one may 

* kill enother , if it be in defence of his ovn Goods, or of the Goods of bis 
Society, ſaith Lefſus, if one endeavours to take awey any Life, by reveak 
ing a Secret Crime, I may kill him; nay, if he endeavours ut to take avay 
a—_ name, by revealing « ſecrit Crime, I may kill him, ſaith Leſſius ; and 
the ſame ſaith Falliucius. Now who that knows wha tImformation our friend 
hed againf® them can doubt but they might lawfully kill him by thoſe 
Dottrines. | 

* I know what any Jeſuite would anſwer to this ; they would fay, 


* That theſe Do&rines are ſome of them delivered as being only ſpe- 
| culatviely 
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' culatively true ; that 1s, they are true in their own Nature, but they 
"re not praftice ſequenae, that IS, 10 reſpect of the Conſequences they 
' are not to be reduced to practice; and why ſo? [f they be ulatively 
-true, why then are they not to be practiced ? They themſelves tell you 

why, they would caule Diſorders in the Common-Wealth : Le/ius hath 
«a better reaſon, becauſe if one practice them, he may be Hanged for ir. 
+ The mean while, if one can do it ſoſecretly, as not to diſturb the Com- 
« mon- Wealth, (and then tobe ſure, he ſhall not hang for it) in that Caſe 
Git is to be practiced, according to their DoQtrine; Or if not, whilſt it 
* is ſpeculatively true, that the thing it ſelf is no Siz, who that knows 
*this, and hath a mind to kill another, and ſees his occaſion, will 
© make any ſcrup!'e of the practice ? | 

Tes, (they will tell you ) the Pope hath forbidden it in that Decree of the 
year 1665. which is ſet down un the exd of the laft Roman Index : To their 
ſhame be it ſaid ;, theſe Dottrines are torbidden indeed, bat not as being un- 
true, 197 45 CONtrary tO Cods Word, or having any Immorality in them . 
Hew then ? He ſaith they are adminimum ſcandaloſz, at lesft apt to give 
offence, (70 doubt they are, if we Hereticks come to know them )) and therefor 
he chargeth them upon their Obedience to himſelf, :hat they muſt not pra- 
fe theſe Dottrints ; had he ſaid upon their Obedience toGod, that had been 
4s Uangeros word, it would have made them afraid 10. prattice them even 
is his own Service, he would take heed of that, not to ſpoil that which may 
be « uſeful Dottyine ; But he forbad it forſooth upon Obedtence ro himſelf! 
mhich-is ſuch a reſtraint, that the Pope may take off when he pleaſeth, and how 
can we tell when he doth, or doth not ? that which is in his own power ſe- 
eretly to do, or not 10 de, wehave only this meaſure by which to Judge, He 
will do what ſoever he ſces bet for the Catholick Cauſe , if he ſee it be## for 
the Cauſe, we ſhall live ; if not, you ſee it is no Sin to Kill us, even the Pope 
bing Juige 3 ſo that we hold our Lives at his Conrteſy —— Thus that Re- 
yerend Prelate. buf 
What ſayyou now,Mr.Dbſervatoz ? Is not this clear proving that the 
lawfulneſs of Plots and Aﬀaſlinations when againft Hereticks, or it may 
make for the Cathulick Cauſe, are Poſitions of the Church of Reme, in» 
ſomuch that the Pope will not at any rate condema them abſolutely, but 
anly ſuſpend their being practiſed during his own pleaſure ? 

Vaia and Fallacions 1s therefore your third pretence, that theſe are but 
the Pofitions of here and there x max, not Authoritative Concluſions of 
the Rowen Church; pray” tell us in your nexr, what you mean by the 
Church of Rome? If the Church Virtsel, (as they call it, and thereby in- 
tend the Pope) or the Church Repreſentative, whereby they underſtand 
ſuch Councils as they own to be general ; both theſe we have proved, do 
allow and mand theDeſtration of H:reticks: And where ſhall we find 
the Autho Tenents of that Church,if not inthe publick Writings of 
her Divines ? Sure you are not ignorant that the Church of Rome, hath 
Licenſers, Inquifitors, and' Indexes Expurgatory ; If ſhe do not then 
authorize ſuch Do&rines, how come they to ſwarm in the Writiogs of 
her moſt Eminent and moſt Honoured DoQtors ? Why are not_ theſe 
Books ſuppreſſed, rbe Authors puniſhed, the Opinions Anathematiz. 
ed? Qui non pohibet cums poteſt jubet ; He that Connives in ſuch Caſes ju. 
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The Obſervators laſt Limitation, That we muft prove ſuch Poſitions 
to be the Gonform Sentiments of the Members in general of that Com- 
munion, is ridiculotifly Extravagant : Does he himſelf ulc the ſame me. 
thod towards others! And how vain were it for us to ſeek ſuch Conforn. 
Sentimentts'amiongft the Rowanifs, when notwithſ[tandiog ail their boaſt. 
ed Unity, afid infallible Art topreſerveit, yet will they have as many 
fewds and differences amongft themſelves, as can be found amongſt any 
or all ſorts of Proteſtants ? . 

- Nor is there I do verily believe a greater conſent amongſt them in any 
one Article; then in theſe points, Thar all Pzoteſtants are Deretickg,and 
that dying ſuch,they areuincapable of Salvation,and that Pereticks ate 
to be deſtroyed ; or if there be «mongft them any of fotter an4 more 

charitable Sentiments in their private thoughts, yet as they are imbar. 

ked in that Cliurch, where the only Compals they Sail by, is to believe 
implicitly as the Church delieves, though they do not explicitly under- 
ſtand what it is; they are tyed up to believe any particular Dogma's oþb- 
truded upon them by their Ghoſtly Fathers. Moſt true and notable 
to this purpoſe are the words of the late Lerd Chief Juſtice Scrogs, at 
the Tryal & Green, &c, Fol. 83. Tow muſt ſay and believe as your 

Prieſt will have yo#, and in ſuch Actions as theſe, as your Prieft ſuzge#s tg 
you, ſo does the Devil 80 yosr Prieſts; Tou are upon the matter Nec Frrated to 

what they wilt have you think, for though your Prieſts Preach up Freedom of 

Will, yet they alow none to the Underſtanding; they hold you may do good or 

evil, but will not ſaffer you to underſtand Right and Wrong, for you cannot 
be perfeitly theirs, if you have any thing of your own to guide your ſelves 
by. I know that every body of that Party is apt to ſay, their Prieſts own no ſuch. 
thing; Bat 5+ is Botonioully known to all the ndould, that they both 
print and practiſe it: her, ſhall any of you diſpute the Power of a Pope, 
ſaith a Jeſuite, or of the Pope and Conmcil, ſay the moſt mod:rate Prieſts? 

Have you power to ſay, how faf you will be a Papiit, and how far not ? Tow 

may: as vel bound the Sea, ant bid it go ſo far #nd nofarther, as Limit the 
Popes Anthority —= No Gentlemen ! *I is the fawlt of your Dot#tine,xnd "tis « 
monitrons Miitake itt jon,tf you think rhat you have any Poner oves yourſebver 
whilſt you continue in their Perſwafion ; — Let no man tell mt, Oh Sir! We 
deſire none of theſe Miſchiefs you talk. of , What, not if —_— requires it, 

of if the Pope ſays it does * Hath not the Conneil of Lateran defined that every 

Popifh Prince ought to root out Hereſy, upon p1in of Damnation? Car you go 

avioel the-Pope how far you will believe, or what you ought to do? You may as 

well tell me; rhat if he were once with us, and bad the Power he once had, he 
would tex've us to Our Selves; and that if he had th: ſame Ability, he would 
not hive the ſame Tyranny. ” 

' I ſhall conclude this particular with that Aſſeveration of the Judicious 


King Fa-»es, in his Speech Novemb. 1605.That as it ts not i ebut 


ktrows and believes the Srouds aud Dchoob-conciulions - 
Doctrine,can ever Þ2ove good Chaiſtians oz laithful Subjects, 
This being To, the Obſervators laſt I imitation, that we tnuſt prove ſuch 
Poſitions to be the conform Sentiments of the Members in general of the 
Church ofRome,is neither poſſible nor requiſite, Muſt we Examine all = 
Papiits 
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Þapiſts in the World to know their conform Sentirments in general ? And 
what if ſome, or many of them do not believe them ? Yet ſince they are 
of the Romiſh Communion, and theſe are the Doftrines of their Schools, 
and their greateſt Divines, of their Councils and their Popes, and they 
are bound implicitcly to believe as their Church believes ; As ſoon as 
theſe are manifeſted by their ſpiritual Guides to be the Dottrines of the 
Church ( which will be as oft, and as ſoon as theſe ſpiritual Polititians 
find them uſetul to their Cauſe) they muſt then believe them, and pra- 
ice accordingly. 

Some of the fore-mentioned Allegations are indeed very fre- 
quent in the Mouths and Writings of the Jeſuites, and other Emiſſa- 
ries of Rowe, when they would colourably Excuſe their Party 3 Bur ris 
matter of Surprize to find them multer'd up, and inſiſted upon by a pro- 
feſt Proteſtant Gentleman, who could not but know how falſe and fri- 
yolous they have been proved by ſundry of our Learned Church-mens 
unan{werable Polemicks, 

Therefore though I have as much value and deference for the Obferva- 
tors Perſon, and that Figure he makes in the World, as I ought to have ; 
yet as T cannot hinder many Loyal, Zealous, and ever-conſtant Sons of 
the Eftabliſht Church, from queſtioning whether ſome of his late Wri- 
tings have ſhewn him ſo (incere a Champion for, and Friend to that 
Church, as he would be counted; or wherher indeed, che Church of Rome 
be not more beholding to his Pains ? So the miſchief is; That I know not 
how to Anſwer their Objections and Queries about his playing the 7rim- 
mer for the Papiits. And ſincethe witty Gentleman himſelf, chough fuf- 
feiently provoked and challenged, has declined that Province, I am half 
ready to deſpair of ſeeing it done by any other. 


Obſerbatozi pudet hec opprobia noſtro, 
Et dici potuifle, & non pItnifſe refelli, 


1. 'Tis wonderful to ſee how ſweet and gentle, how debonair and goad- 
natur'd the Gentleman is every where towards the Papifts, how tender of 
their Creaz?, ſo ready and Laborious to Excuſe them, even where no Excuſe 
can be made for them ; as in their before-mentioned Principles, and this 
very Caſe of Sir Edmnndbury Godfrey's Murther ; Which Attempts as they 
weie #xjuit and illegal, ſo could not poſſibly be any Advantage or Service 
to the State or Church of Zs2layd, but rather tended ro the Scandal of 
both, and adminiſtring a cauſeleſs occaſion to their Enemies to Infult and 
Triumph ; have not the Romaniſts, buiſy Teſuites and Scriblers enow 
of their own? What need was there for the ProteſtantCbſervator to foul 
his Fingers in being their Advocate ? 

2. :Tis obſeryeabla that there's no love loft in the Caſe; no men more 
zalouſly cryMg up and magaifying the Obſervator , then the Gentlemen 
ofthe Roman Catholick Communion, and this not only in their common 
diſcourſes, but ia Print ; Thus ina nameleſs Pamphlet, Intituled, Dats's 
Danifeſto, ſaid to be Printed for R. L. 1683. {which T think no mag ever 
doubted to be written by a Roman) in p. 25. [ ſpeaking to Oates] is this 
lwaggering Rhodomontado z - The OSſervator, a Perſon of that Emi. 
ant Learning, pablice Merit, and kuovn Widelity to the Eſtabliſht Govern. 
B's! aod Church of England, that ts ſo far above thy Calumpy, as thou art be- 


%2rh his Forth ana Honefty ; Surely the D:wil ow:d thoe an il turn, when hs 
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Epged thez on to this Raſhneſs ; for what can aVillin like thee, expect leſs th, 
fatal from ſuch a Head, ſuch a Heart, ſuch a Hand, as that of LP*ESTR 4. 
GES? Suitable to this, we find in a Pamphler, Intituled, The Parcguet of 
Advice from Geneva. Numb. 2. p. 10. L'Eltrange ts undoubtedy ſent 
from above, koAct here in this Generation, fox the great good of his 
King and Country ; and to be Uere malleus Rebeflium # Pha. 
na wm. Which laſt Pamphlet was diſcovered to be written by 
one Prat a Papiſt, and was ſuppreſſed by the right Reverend Father in 
God, My Lord Biſhop of London, as ſcandalizing the whole Reformation, 
under pretence of Expoſing Presbyrerians — -In brief, no man that 
Converſes with Roman Catholicks, can be 13norant how they hugs, ad. 
mire, and applaud the Obſervators Writings ; and if Ido not mif remem:. 
ber, he himſelf ſomewhere complains of his Neighbours, for raking notice 
of the Reſort of the Red-letter'd Tribe, &c. 
Now if all this Love and Eſteem from the Papal party to the Obſeryz. 
tor, be meerly on the ſcore of thoſe Services he renders the Governmen 
and Eſtabliſht Church; we muſt conclude thofe People wonderful chan- 
ged on the ſuddain, in their Aﬀections towards thar Church and Goverr 
ment, which ever lince the Reformation, they have been eager ro deſtroy; 
But we have little reaſon-to confide in their pretended Kindneſles, ſince xt 
the very ſame time, they were themſelves contriving, and privately ſpread- 
ing abroad Libels, highly derogatory to his Majeſties juft Rights and Go- 
verament, and tending to the Scandal and Subverſion of the Church at 
preſent Eſtabliſht by Law ; as appears by the late diſcovery made at Ns 
thaniel Thompſon's, who was their Inſtrument, though 4 Sper thar preten- 
ded (in his Sphear) to as high a pitch of Zeal for the Church and Go 


{ 
| 
vernment, as the Obſervator himſelf. "= © 
The Papiſts, and eſpecially their Prieſts and. Fath-rs of the Society, ar: FÞ 
men that underſtand their own Intereſt, and are not wont to be Prodigal Þ 
of their Fayours, but for valuable Conſiderations : And he that is their 5 
Friend, { let him {ſwagger never ſo much againſt the Phanaticks ) muſt . 
be a cloſe Enemy to the Church of Zgland. - f 
Tuta frequenſque via e# ſub Amici fallere Nomen, '*) 5 
' Tuta frequenſque licet, (it via,Crimen habet. £ th 
"Tis ſafe and frequent too, we ſee ; th 
By feigned Friendſhip to deceive. ry 
Safe and frequent though it be, Te A 
'Tis KNAVERY, 6y your leave. Ne 
8 Pre 


3- 'Tis Charged by ſome, that where-ever the Obſgrvator /pca*5.0mM | x7; 
mord for the Church of England, it's always Ballenced? Aough not ind 
reft Terms, by a fide-wind, for the oppoſite Church beyond the Alps ( Obler- F ;, 
vator, Repr. p. 3. ] This I am ſure may juſtly be affirmed, That the Ob- F j,, 
ſervator himſelf does effeQually the ſame thing on the 0x: ſid?, which 

he taxes the Phanaticks for doing on the other : For example, Numb. 
145. ſpeaking to his property, Trimmer, he ſaith, « There is another thing 

© yet; that utterly ſpoyls the faſhion of ppur Poptſh Plot, which is, has * 
© you take into ir incluſively The popiſhly affected, the Adherenis 
*to the Papiſts. the Waſqueraders as you call them ; Ind gre” 


( 33 } 
( this Latitude the Church of England ana the Church of Rome take 
up one Conſpiracy, 

Now 7 pals by the Inlolency of this Expreſi>», I ſhall only ſay, that 
is indeed certain, that thoſe Terms of Popiſhly Aﬀetted, Adherents ts 
Papiſis, &c. have been uſed to very bad purpoſes, and that many Honeſt 
Worthy Proteſtant Divines atid Gentlemen have becn Qlandered there- 
with, by perlons ihat have been carrying on FaCtious Deſigns; And the 
fame was very wickedly done ; but what leſs does the Obſervator 5 15 
it not plain by this new Coined Canting word Tr: mer, he means per- 
fons Conformable,and viſible proteſt Members of the Church of Ex» 1rd, 
but holding Correſpondence with, or fayouring the Fanatics ? So that 
to call a man a Trimmer, is all one as to call him Mh gazfbly Aﬀected, an 
Avherent to the Faniiicks, or a MWhisg in Maſquerade : Now fince the Ob- 
ſervator beltows this.Opprobrious Term of Trimmers, on whom he pleas 
ſes, of either the Clergy or the Layety, as liberally as the Phanaticks can 
do that of Pop:ſb/y Ajeit:d , And ſince the Papiſts are as cunning and as 
malicious too ar Buttom againlt the Church of Exglana, as the Diſſen- 
rers caa be for the hearts of them ; If the one carry on their deſign by 
abuſing ſound Church-men, as Popsſbly Affected, why may not the other 
alſo advance their deſigns of {ubverting the Church, by Branding real 
Sons, with the falſe Titles of Trimmers or Phanatically Aﬀetted, and dis 
viding rhe Church of Exg/azd within it ſelf, into Parties and Fadivns, 
by ſpreading and attixing Terms of DiſtinQion and Reproach ? For thus 
how eaſy would 1t be for the P:p//s ro Ruine the Credit of any Divine 
or M-mber of the Church of E22/and, that ſhall zealouſly appear againſt 
them? ? Tis but calling him a 7 x:/2mer, and preſently the honeſt - Gentle- 
man ſhall be Transformed into the ſhape of a Conſpirator againſt the King, 
aud an Encmy to the Church, tho never fo dutifully affeCted to each; and 
thas as he complains, Obſervator 145. The true Sons of the Church of En- 
gland are by the Whiggs Incorporeted into that pretended Popiſh Plot ; ſo it 
will follow, that they may by his Arts be involved in the Odium of the 
Phanatical Plor ; which I have more deference to Truth and Authority 
than to call prerexaed, as he does the Popiſh one. Do the Wh:37g (hb Fattion 
all an upright Church-man a Papiſt in Maſquerade ? So does the Popiſh 
Fattion call him a Fanz:rick i» Maſquerade, which is alone aTrimmer : Do 
they declare the Papiſt in Maiquerade tp be the more pernicious Enemy 
than 'the profeft Papiſt ? And has not the Obſervator declared the T rim- 
mers, and the Chrch-I\hizgs (as he calls them) to be more dangerous 
than the open Fanaticks? Tour Mahometan Infidel (faith he) is an Angel 
to your Chriſtian Infidel : This Balderdaſh of a GOSPELLER, [The very 
Nick-name by which the Papiſts in Queen Mares days, called the Holy 


; Proteſtant Aſartyrs in Reproach, as the Obſerbatot uſes ir here ] ard 2 


TECKELITE, # of all others the moF# Diabolical Compoſition,Obſerv. 142. - 
- 4 Another ſhrewd ſign of the Obſervatozs Trimming for the Papiſts, 
s, that in the whole Courſe of his Papers, They are the only Party that 
tave evermore his good word, or of whom he altogether ſpeaks well. The 
Proteftant Diſſentrrs are every Mothers Child Traitore and Schiſmatichs, 
*bels and Atheifts ; In the Church of England he finds. abundance of 


Trimmers and Teckel:tes, which he ſays are as bad or worſe then the 0- 


tier. But that Obſerwator is yet tobe written {or at leaſt I have not ſeen 
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it) wherein any Papiſt is Charged with, or ſo much as acknowledged 
to be guilty of any Diſloyalty, ill deſign againſt the Church of England, 
or other Crime ; Unleſs it be only in a dro/lizg way of {uppolition, that 
he might have room for the more ſwinging Blow upon their Adverſzries, 
Nay, he is not only 4b himielt o thag fide of his Mouth, but wonlg 
Muzzle all others too, repreſenting all ſuch as ſhall decry Popery, of 
ſpeak of any danger from rhet Coaſt, to be Enemies to the Government 
4nd Church of England; And why I beſeech you? Becauſe ſome il! 
men have hererofore maſqued feditious deſigns with that pretext : A 
Goodly Reaſon ! As it the Shepherds (in the Fable) having been once or 
twice deceived with the Boys falfe Alarm,that the Wolf was coming, were 
bound not to believe when he came indeed, and made actual havock of 
their choiceſt Lambs. 
* The Commons-Huſe of that Long and Loyal Parliament, which began 
the eighth of May 1661. and was continued above ſeventeen years, did 
on the agth of April, 1678. ( many months before Oats and his Plot, as 
the Obſervator is pleaſed to call it, were heard of) complained of the 
dangers arifing to'rhis Kingdom from the reſtleſs endeavours of Priefts 
and Jeſuits, and other Popiſh Reeuſants ; and in their reaſons drawn up 
for a Conference with the Lords on that ſubject, amongit other things, 
they ſpeak of ſome perſons Popiſbly inclined, that had got in Commiſſion, 
and that in feveral Counties many Proteſtant Diſſenters had been indifted 
under the Notion of Popeſh Recuſants, and the Penalties Levyed upon 
them, when the Papiſts there, had been cither totally or for the moſt 
part diſcharged; which they attr;but:d to the Remiſsneſs of ſome Offi 
cers and Miniſters of Juſtice. 

Now I defire the Obſervator to tell us whether thoſt Loya! Senators, 
were Whiggs of Trimmeys, or diſaftetted to the Government and Church 
of England ? If he ſay they were, he will no doubt ſay the ſame 
all the Commons Aſſembled in Partiament at any time ever ſince Queet 
Mares days ; if he will acknowledge them to be Honeſt Loyal Prote- 
ſtant-Church-of- Exgland-Gentlemen, then it will follow both that the 
Papiits are a dangerous fort of Cattle ; and that before Oats made diſco- 
very of their damnable Plot, they were generally obſerved to be arrived 
to a greater degree of Bol4neſs than uſual. 

ides, the Pick-pockets fomerimes Cry, Look to your Purſes ; Yet, 

I hope there's no harm in the Caution, nor does it follow, that he is al 
waſy 4 Knave that gives it, but rather « Foo! that will not take it: 
Whereas the Advancing of ſuch a Conceit, that none but Mhiggs ever 
apprehended or ſpeak of Dangers from the Papi#s, is not only an infub 
ferable $:a»4:/to the Church of Exe/2nd, and leading to her Ruine, (for 
*tis not ſo much the Craſhing of the Phanaticks, as Her Subwerſirn, that the 
Roman Party really aims at ) but alſo tends direaly to the Encouraging 
Popery, the Eluding of the moſt neceſſary Laws made for its Suppreſſion, 
and diſcouraging of inferiour Magiſtrates and Officers, from putting then 
in Execution. He is certainly unworthy of the Name of a Loyal Son df 
the Church of Ezg/znd, that is not an Enemy to the DoQtrines and Pri 
Qtices of Papiſts, and does not upon all occaſions as imparrially, readily, 
and effetually puniſh their Recuſancy, as he does that of the Diſſenters; 
- fieze Popiſh Preiſts as diligently as Non-Con Miniſters ; and is not 5 


ative to chaftize the bold Reſort of the one party to their _—_— 
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Maſs, ſeverely according tothe Laws in force, as he would do the other 
for frequenting ot Conventicles. 

Sure I arm, if ever the Papiſts ſhould get the uppermoſt, they would 
make no difter-nce between a Church-of-Exgl/and-Proteſtant, and the er- 
ranteſt Phanatick. The Reverend Ridley that was for retaining the uſual 
Veſtments and Ceremonies, as well as the Zealous Hooper that declined the 
uſe of them, were both burnt in one and the ſame year ; Thole that now 
Reproach each other to the wounding of Charity and Peace, with the 
odious Names of Whrzrs and Tories, if they will not all become dow. 
right thorow-p :c'd Papiſts, mult expe& to mingle their Blood and Athes at 
the ſame Stake: And therefore, I ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould make any 
difference in favour of Pap:fts, beyond other Diſſenters. 

s. Notwithſtanding the Obſervators InveCtives againſt Schi/zn, and its 
il} Conſequences, yet his aim. ſeems tobe to have the Schiſm of the Pro- 
zeftant-Diſlenters from the Church of Ezg/and (till kept wp, rather than to 
have it C!oſcd; cr ar Icaſt to have it determined rather by the utter Raine 
and Exticpation of all thoſe Diſſeaters in his Majefties Dominions, than by 
their Converſion to a more manly Knowledge, and wiſer thoughts about 
the Indifferences in Queſtion : [ Sortudinem cum fecerit, Pacem wacabit, } 
For what elſe mean his continual Excitements to Rigour, and exclaiming 
againſt all Moderarion or fair Treatment to ſuch of the faid Proteſtant- 
Dulſenters as join themſelves to the Etabliſhe Church ? Are not ſuch 
Courles likely ro harden People 1a their mil-conceived Prejudices ? Can 
any thing more prevail with men, and eſpecially Ez2/:ſb-men, than Me- 
thods-of {adreſs and Kyjnadneſs ? And itin any Caſe, certainly in matters 
Rehgiaus ought Love, and Compaſſion, and mutual Condeſcentions to 
be praQticed ; and if towards any, much more to ſuch as we find inch- 
able and complying. Bur *tis. go very inviting. Entertainment, if when 
mew do honeſtly frequent rhe.Church:and Sacraments, they mult yer, and 
far that very reaſon, do Pennance in the Obſervators Black Sheet, and be 
Il worried for Hypocrites. But why, good Mr. Ob/crvator ! may not a 
Proteitaut-Diſſenter, reclaim'd and Conforming, be ſuppoſed to AE as 
caaſcientioully as a Conforming Papiſt ? To the latter you never Obje& 
Hypocriſy, or Caution the Church or the Government againſt him as 
dangerous ; Thoughalways bred a Papift and till aſſociating with ſuch, 
yetit he has qualihed himſelf a Proteſtant according to Law, if any one 
talk of his being Popiſhly-affeQted, he is an Enemy to the Government 
ard the Church, ſays the Oblervator ; and why not He too, fay I, that 
calls all theConforming-Diſſenters, (and many thouſands that never were 
Diflſenters in their Lives) 7 rimmers, or Whiges, that is, Adherents to the 
Phaxaticks ? There muſt needs lurk forme My/tery in this partialzty, for cer- 
tainly whoever views the Lives, Converſations, and deſigns of moſt of 
cur late Conformin:! Catholicks, and compares them with the Conformitts 
irom the other ſide, mult needs own that the /atter appear much more 
like Sincere Converts tothe Holy Dottrines, and excellent Devorions of 
the Engliſh Church, then the other, who ſeem to have no regard there- 
unto 1g their Lives, nor indeed any fence of Chriſtianity; Adding. no- 
thing of Strength or Beauty toour Church by their pretended Acceſſion, 
bur a greater weight of Sin and Scandal, by obtruding themfelves as her 
Members, when ſhe abominates their practices ; and this the rather, be. 
cauſe the very Principles of Papiſts allow them to diſſemble their "ON 5 
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which cannot be proved ofany otherSecaries amongſt us. © Some Popiſh 
* Prieſts, (ſa15 the Learned Dean Stillingfleet) have contended for it 21 , 
{thiog lawful for them, not only to come to owr Prayers, and hear ou ge. 
* ons, but'to partake of our SACRAMENT too, which they may al. 
*low; while they hope to carry'on their Intereſt that way ; But if once 
* ( which God fotbid) the Tide ſhould turn with them, then the 01, 
* Laws of their Church muſt prevail, and nothing would be thought 
"ſy wholſome as an IN QUISIT JON Dr. Still:/ngs-fieet Sermon 
September 21. 1673. P. 47- 

Agrecable to which, is the Teſtimony of the Author of that Excellen; 

Treatiſe, Intituled,  ſeaſsnable Diſcourſe of the neceſſity of m:11taning 
the Eſtabliſhed Religion, in {non to Popery;, Publiſht Anno 1673. who 
tf Iam not milinformed, is the Reverend Biſhop of St. A/aph before-men. 
tioned, © Let no man ( ſaith he, p. 34.) be /o fond to hop: for better Terms, 
or Liberty of Conſcience, if Popery ſhould now prevail. Let ns l:8% into the 
World and we ſhall ſee on all hands, that nothing is any where ſuffered to grow 
either under or near tht Seit: Where Proteitantiſm has been ſo ſtronoly fixd, s 
not tobe batter'd down at once; it has by degrees beem perpet nall Undermined. 
Witntſs the Proceedings againſt them in Poland, and Hungary, and [vera 
pirts of Getinany, the late Perſecutions in the Valleys of Predmonr, and the 
Methods uſed in France to d:moliſh their Temples, and d:ſable them from their 
Employments, and almoit Exclude them from common T raves. This we or 
fore of, whatcucr Articles are, or ran be made, of Favour and Compliance," tis 
ſomewhat more than 2 probable Dottrine, that Faith is not robe kept with Here 
ticks,” The Jeſuited Romanilt is at large by Equivecations to ſay any thing, 
td by direfting of Intention to do any thing ; 1 hey can with a very good Con 
frienct di ffemble their own, and pretend to the Proteſtant Profeſſion ; nay com 
fo-the Devotions of Heathen Tdolaters, and that from expreſs Licence from 
his Hil m:ſs Pope Clement the Eight, upon Account of which, © WO may 
( ſays Tho: a Jeſu de Converſ. Infid. p. 854.) be preſent without any 
fcruple at the Bites and Dibine Offices of Jnfidels, Yereticks, and 
Schiſmaticks, 

6. The Stile and manner of the Obſervators Writing, is little accomo- 
dated to the Gravity and Seriouſneſs of the Church bf Ezg/and, in ſuch 
weighty matters as he often meddles with. Serious Humanilts tax Jx- 
venal, that whillt jn his Satyrs he inveighs againſt the Vices of lus Age 
he does it fo broadly and fu!ſomely, that he Teaches what he {eerns to Re- 
preh:nd, Oar Author in acting his Wh1j20s and his Trimm-rs,ules oftimes_ 
fuch Language as no good, Loy:/, or Modeſt men can read without Hor- 
ror; And believe he 1s the firſt Advocate for any Church in the World, 
that ever took the Liberty of Searing fo frequently in Print, and talking 
lo.irreverently of matters of Religion and State, or of wrapping up his 
filchy Conceits in SacredLanguage, and abuſing ſo much Scriprure- Phraſes 
to ſcoff and jeer with; I contels, *tis an humour thar is very taking with 
the Gallantillo's of this Age, whereby they endeavour ro make themſelves 
admired by the empty or {-/s ſerious part of Mankind ; The herght of this 
PerfeCion is a little readineſs in Profane Bufoonery, their Wit like Fiſh and 
Touchwood never ſhining; but when it Stinks or Rots; and how gerte:! f0- 
ever it may {eem, *tis no other Office than the antient Romans put upon 
their Slaves, when the Graver Perſons had a mind at Panquets me 
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tre Divertiſements, to Relax and entertain themſelves with Pantomines ; and 
al- thus what theie men canuvt make our in ſid or Learned Diſcourſes , 
Ice they ſupply with Comme! Drol!, or Pel:rick Farce, and prove or refute eve- 
Mid ry thing by /i2-{i:udes, and odd expreiſions, and fo turn the moſt pious 
ghe and ſerous things into Ridzenlp. 
0n, Now the indulging and promo7in7 of this Humour, contributes not a 
little advantage to the Factors of Rome ; For as it takes off the due Reve. 
ent rence of Goa's Holy Wora, (the only infallible Engine againſt Popery) and 
ins that ſeriouſneſs of temper ( which ſhouldalways poſſeſs our Souls in things 
ho | of an Eternal Concernment) lo it corrupts the judgment, rendring it vola- 
Els tile, defultory and trifiing, uncapable of cloſe ſtrit Reaſrn1mgs, apr to 
ms, be inveiglea with tumes and fancies, fir (hews, and ſpecious pretences, 
the the paint of Rhetorick and Gew-gaws of Sophiſtry 5 wherein the Maſter- 
row pi-c: or principal Talent of al! the Writers and Pleaders for Popery, does 
ja conliſt. And when the minds of our youre Gextry and others are lo far 
[4:1 debaucht with this Itch of vanity, mockage, and impious Bayr/e/que, as to 
Tal Account ingenious Ratling a Demonſtration, and Raz/ery and Foo!ing Ar 
the guments, and fo become unſetled as to the prctical Principles of Rel-gi- 
ix on, Reaſon, ans M7 vality, then are they fi;-a;ſprſed matter tor the Papiſts 
&t to work un", and proſelyte ; For he that in Truth has NO RELIGI- 
"tis ON, is ti: only ft perſon to be brought to a Proteftiion of THEIRS, 
Vos But here I cxpeCt the 06/crwator ſhould with loud Harangues Recrimi- 
"7, rate on the other tide, from his ever-lafting Common-place: book and Ma- 
on- gazine, The D:j]e ters S:1yi1gs, (how faithfully Collefted, or how ' juſtly 
Ly chargeable on the whole Party of our preſent Diſſenters, 1 ſhall not here 
mm |. inquires bur mult ſay, Thar Iconcerve the publication thereof in Print 
lay in French, might, for the Honour of our Naticn, and of the Proteſtant 
ny Religion, have been /pered) However what the Obſervator ſhall offer of 
nd that kind will be tono purpoſe; Recriminating others, is no excuſe for 
himſelf: Iam not Apologizing for any Party therein guilty, but onely 
NO. averr, that the Church of fx2/4d deteſts ſuch things, by whomſoever 
ch Praticed ; much leſs does ſhe allow Calumnizs or falſe Accuſations in any 
Ju- caſe, though againſt the worlt of men : (no, no, theſe you have heard, 
e, are Maximes of the" Jeſuits Schools.) And therefore what regards can the 
3 0bſervator either bear unto her, or expe from Her, whilſt he uſes ſuch 
1s diſhoneſt Arts; As in chis particular matter about Goafrey's Murther, 
or-. where in one Obſer vator, Numb. 142. he poſitively aſſerts at leaſt fouy-: 
ld, reen notorious Capital Untruths, and Untrurhs in Capzra/s, with his ſo 
ng many Yy Buts, touching Bea/o-'s Evidence. kD 
= 7. Laitly, rhe O6/ervaror has aCtually made [nroads upon the Church, 
fes and defamed ſeveral of her able Divines, (by name or plain Indigitati- 
th ons) every way Co rformabl:, and unblameable intheir DoCtrines and Con- 
es verſations ; Nav, he has ſuggeſted, as if a Crowded Church, or numerous 
1s Andience, were a mack that the Preacher there is a Trimmer, or diſaffett. 
ad ed perſon; which is at one blow to ſtab the Reputation of all the moſt A- 
0 ble Painful and Excelleat Preachers throughout the Nation ; And whe- 
on ther this be to lerve the Church of Exzelard, or gratifie her Papal Enemies, 
er by dividing her within her (elf, as well as keeping the Diſſczters ata di- 
To ſtance, that all may become the more eaſy a Prey to the inſulting Roma- 
#/?s, is not difficult to determine, There goes a ſtory, that this Gentle- 
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man had the vanity ſometime ſince to ſtile himſelf, THE GUIDE gr 
THE INFERIOR CLERGY ; It ſeems his taculry is now improved in. 
to a Cexſorſhip,which he thinks he may exert upon anyihoneſtClergymen 
of theChurch (and ſome of them, none of the moſt 7»fer/0u7 for Ave or 
Parts, for Learning or Piety,torl itles or Dignitres) at his pleature;$& where 
this New Ecleſizſtical VISITOR (of his own making ) will ſtop, or upon 
whom he will beſtow the Honour of his nextCa/tizations,who can foreſee ? 
Conſidering how canſc/efly,& yet how rudely, he fell uponMr.SHMIT HIES, 
(not to mention others,) and withal how weaty, and yet how 7i»ſolently 
he defended it, in a Courſe of Calumny and lewd Language, undecent to 
be uſed to any Chriſtian, much leſs towards a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and 
a Prieſt of that Church of which he owns himſelfa Member. Nay, ſuch 
a Common-(hore of flanger is his Paper come to be eſteemed, and fo apt to 
receive any idle ſtories, and vent them abroad again in Print, to the pre- 
judice ofany perſons Good Name and Reputation,that *tis no unuſual thing 
when two Neigbours tall out, for the one to threaten the other PFLt 
PUT TOU IN THE OBSERV AIOR, 
Thus (to uſe one of his o:vn Mirticiſms) whillt the Club blow the Bag- 
pipes, and the Obſervatory 1 weadles, the Nation is /erenaded towards a De- 
bauch with falſe inſinuations and daring Fifticns;, Fattions and Animoſi- 
ties encrealſed by new-Coyned Terms of Diſtin&ion and Reproach, the Tus 
ſtice of the Government ſcandalled, Judicial Proceedings unravell'd,milre- 
preſented and Caluminarted, in favour of Murtherers and 1 raitors; The 
Church of En214n4d attacked, and endeavours uſed to divide and weaken 
her 3 The Papiſtsinallthings juſtified or excuſed, and their Trayrerous 
Bloody DoQrines and PraCtices, Bl/axch'd, extenuated, or untruly denyed. 
And if there be yet any perſons that will have theſe things accounted 
Services to the Government, or the Eftablifhe Church of Exgland, I muſt 
creve leave to-ſuſpef either the ſoundneſs of their Under #2ndizrs, or the 

Loyalty of their 4fettions to Bath. | RX 
- F ſhall couclude.in the words of the late eited Seaſonable Diſconrſe, p. 
36.—If ne have any Love to our Religion ; any abhorrexce of .the groſſeſt 
Superſtition, Error or Idolatry, any regard for the Safety of his Majeſty, 
amy care of our Laws, or our Eſtates, any Concernment for the ſtrength, the 
Wealth, the Number of our Nation, any deſire to hold the Freedom of our 
Conſcience, the Vertue axd Honour of our Families, and laſtly any Care of 
ſel-preſervation, to eſcape Maffacres, and the utmoſt rave of Perſecution ; 
It will behoove us to beware of the prevailing of that Seit, [the Papiſts] in 
whoſe ſucceſſes we have yeaſon to expett to forfeit all theſe ſhy ws persſp 


our ſelves, and bequeath Idolatry, aud Beggery and Servitude to our Poſte- 
rity. 


Whether all Honeſt-Church-of-#»g/azd-men will not ( or at leaſt 
ought not ) believe this Reverend Prelaze, of that Church, rather than 
the Jizgs of an Obſerwator, is the Queſtion. 


Poſtſcript 
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Poſtſcript, 


HE Obfervator Vu»b. 145, falls foul upon Mr. Oates, for ſaying, 

Th- Popiih Plot was aeftnned in 1670, and he believed it was ſo in 
1666, 8&c. But if O:t-s had never told us one Word, ir would have been 
rational to believe, That there has been a Popiſh Plot on foot ever fince 
the tenth year of Queen E/zzabeth, when the Pope began to Thunder at 
Her, and charge all his Childrentorefrain going to Charch ; which was 
the firſt Riſe of Recuſancy, Name and Thing : I fay, ever ſince then, 
there has been, and is without doubt a Popiſh Plot and Traiterows Con- 
ſpiracy on foot, and continually going on, in general to Subvert our 
Eſtabliſhe Church and Government, ane introduce the Popes Supremacy, 
and dete{table Icolatries : ( And of matters tending thereunto, as of Mo- 
nies railed tor promoting the Catholick Cauſe in Ezglard, or the like; 
Why might not Oates {ce Memorials in ſome of their Records or Leidger 
Books, without incurring that Train of Abfurdities which the Obſerya- 
tor (according to his manaer, very pleaſantly, but very izconſequently) 
railes thereupon ?- Such a- continged Plot to have been, our Hiſtories 
ſhew ; 'and C:mv1-7 the- Jeſuite boaſted, That as lvn7 as there was one of 
that Socge 'y alivrgt (Dou'd not be defiſted; Though true ir is,the ſeveralSceres 
or Schem:s of that Plot have been varied, and the Mediums, Attoys, and 
Methods changed according to the Opportunities of Afﬀairs, and different 
Tundtares of times, as might eatily be Demonſtrated. 

But that they - had ſome particular formed ill Delign upon the Wheel 
apainſt his Majeſties Government, in the year 1666. ſeems very evident 
fromthe Teſtimony of one of their own Commuzxioz, (though not ſo tho- - 
rough-pac'd as their highC hurch-men,as to the Pope*s Power overPrinces 
i1 Temporals) I mean, F:her Peter Walſh, 2 Franciſcan Fryer ; which 
becaule 1t alſo gives a Specimen of Roman Catholick Loyalty, I ſhall here 
recite with the Occaſion. | 

You muſt know then, that ſoon after his Majeſties Reſtauration, the 
Laws being put in Execution againſt the Papilts in Ireland, and they re- 
ſolving to Petition his Majeity tor Eaſe therein, were adviſed to premiſe 
therein « Proteſt:tion of their Loyalty, which was drawn up in theſe 
Words. [ as recited in the ſaid Father Walshes Hiſtory of the Loyal For- 
mulary, Printed 1674. Fol. 7. ] | 


To the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Humble Remonſtrance, Acknowledgment, Prote= 
flation, and Petition of the Roman Catholick Clere y 
of Ireland. 


OUR Ma eſties Faithiul Subjefts, the Roman Catholick Cler- 
gy of Your 4a eflics Kingd:im of Ireland, do moſt Humbly Re- 


preſent this their preſen; State nd deplorabe Conditon ; That being in- 


truſted 


| 
| 
| 


| ( 40). 

truſted by the indiſpenſable Commiſſion of the King of Kings, with 
the Cure of Souls, aad the Care of thur Flocks, in Order to the Aqua-1- 
ſtration of Sacraments, aud Teaching the People tht perfeit Obegrence 
which for Conſcience Sake, they are bound to pay to your Majeſties Com: 
mands ; They are loaden with Calummes, and PCi {ecuted with Severity, 
That being obliged by the Allegiance they owe, and on'ght to {war wnts 
Your Majeſty, toreveal all Conſpiractes and Prattices agamſt Your Perſon 
and Royal Authority, that come to their Knowledge ; They are them: 
ſelves Clamonur d at, as Conſpirators, Plotting the DejtruSton of the 
Engliſh amongſt them, without any ground that may give the leaſt Cy. 
lour to fo foul a Crime, to paſs for probable, the judgment of any 1n- 
different Perſon. 

That their Crimes are as Numerous and Diverſe, as are the Inven- 
tions of their Adverſaries : And becauſe tiey cannot with Freedom appear 
to juſtify their Innocency, all the FiEtions and Allegations againſt then, a 
received as undoubted Verities :- nd, which - is yet more miſchievous, 
the Laiety, upon Whoſe Cenſciences the Charatter of Prieſthood gives 
them an Influence , . ſuffer under all the Crimes thus falfly imputed t 
them; It bemg their Adverlaries principal Deſign, That the Iriſh 
whoſe Eftates they enjoy, ſhould be reputed, Perſons unfit, and mw 
way Worthy any Title to Your Majeſties Mercy. 

That no Wood comes amiſs to make Arrows for their Deſtrufio; 
for as if the Roman Catholick Clergy, whom they eſteem moſt Crimi. 
nal, were or ought to be a Society lo perfe&t, as no Evil, no 1ndiſcreet 
Per{m ſhould be found amongſt them ; They are all of them generally cry- 
ed down for any Crime, whether true or teigncd, which is Imputed to one 
of them: And as if no Words could be ſpoken, no Letter written, but with 
th common conſent of them all ; The whole Clergy muſt ſuffer for that 
which is laid to the charge of an; particular Perſon among it them. 

We know what Odium all the Carholick Clergy lies under, by rea- 
ſon of the Calumnies, with which our Tenents in Religion, and Our De: 
pendance upon the Popes Authority, are aſp:rſed ; And we humbly bey 
Your Mapeſties Pardon to vindicate both, by the Fnjuing Proteſtation, 
Which we make in the Sight of Heaven, and in tbe Preſence of Your Ma- 
eſty, ſincerely aud truely, without Equivocation, or mental Reſcrvation. 

WE DO ACKNOWLEDGE ad confeſs Your Maje- 
ſty to be our true and lawful King, Supream Lerd, and Rightful Sove- 
raign of this Realm of Ireland, and of all other Tour Majeſties Domm- 
ors. And therefore we acknowlede and confeſs Ow Selves to be Oblined 
under Pain of Sin, to Obey Your Majeſty in all Civil and Temporal 
Afairs, as much as any other of Your Majeſti:s Subjfs, and as the 
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[ aws and Rules of Government in this Kingdom, do require at 
Our Hands, and that notwithſtanding any Power or Pretenſion of the 
Pope, 07 See of Rome, or any Senteiice or Declaration, of what kind or 
Vnuality ſoever, viven, or to be civen by the Pope TO: Predeceſſors, 
or Succeſſor's, 0 by any Authorily, Spiritual or | emporal, Proceeding or 
derived from Fm, or his Sec, againſt Your Majeily or Royal Autbori TF 
We will jtll acknowledge and pertorm to the utte? moſt of Our Abilities, 
| Ow Faichtul Loyalty, and True Allegiance to Your Majeſty. And 

We openly Diſclaom and Renounce all Forrei, n Power, be it either Papal 
or Princely, Sprutual or Temporal, in as much as it may ſeem able, or ſhall 
pretend to Free, Dilcaarge, or Abſolve us from this Obligation, oy 
ſhall any Way give vs Leave or Licence to raiſe Tumults, bear Arms, 
or offer any V1olence to Your Majeſties Perſon, Royal Anthority, or to the 
State or Government ; Being all of us ready not ouly to diſcover, and make 
known to Your Majeſty and to Your M niſters, all the T reaſons made againſt 
Jour Majeſty or Them, wich ſhall come to Our Hearing : But alſo to 
loſe Our Lives in Defence of Tour Majeſties Perſon and Royal Authority, 
ad to : efaſt with Our beſt Endeavours, all Confpiracies and Attempts 
grainſt Tour Majeſty, be they framed, or ſent under what Pretence, or pa- 
trouized by what 'Forretzn Power or Authority foever : And further We 
4: profeſs; that all abſolute Princes, and Supream Governours, of what Re- 
{| ligion ſoever they be, are Gods Lieutenants on Earth, and that Obe- 
dience is due to them according to the Laws of each Common-IWealth, 
reſpeively in all Civil and Temporal Aﬀairs. And therefore, We 
do here Proteſt againſt all Dormes to the contrary: And We do hold it 
Impious, and againſt the Word of God, to maintain that any private 
Subject may kill or murtber the Anovited of God his Prince, though of 
different Belief and Religion from His : And We abhor and deteſt the 


Praftice thereof, as damnable and wicked. 


Theſe being the Tenents of Our Religion in Point of Loyaly, 
| and. Submiſſion to Your Majeſties Commands ; and Our Dependance 
on the See of Rome no way intrenching upon that perfe#t obedience 
which by ot Pirth, by all Laws Divine and Fdumane, We are 
bound to Pay to Your Majeſty our Natural and Lawful Soveraign ; 
We bumbly beg, Proſtrate at Your Majeſties Feet, that you would be 
pleaſed to Prote&t us from the ſevere Perſecution We ſuffer 
meerly for Our Profeſſion in Religion; leaving thoſe that are, 
or hereafter ſhall be guilty of other Crimes, ( and there have bcen 
fuch in all times, as well by their Pens, as by their Actions ) to 
the Puniſhment preſcribed by the Law. 
| M This 
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"This Proteltaticn was conſented to at Loado by one Popiſh Biſhcy 
Irelend, and ſeveral of the Catholick Nobility ; But being tent into {7.. 
/and, the generality of their Biſhops and Clergy, thuugh it were fionip. 
ed unto them that it was His Majeltics deſire and politive direCtions that 
they ſhould iz» ze, 25s an Argument of their purpoie and Reſolution tg 
be more faithtul to him hereatter than they Iliad proved to his Father, ang 
tho they were told that ſuch /ub/criprian mult be the only Medium tg 
procure them tht :4/c trom the Penal Laws which they delired, © Wh 
tbidem, p. 20. ] yet] fay,the generality of their Clergy refuſed to ſpy it; 
And the ſaid Remonſtrance it ſelf was Condemned by the Theologica 
Faculty of Lovain, as containing thirgs Repugnant to the ſincere Profeſ. 
on of Catholick Religicn, and therefore wnlawful and aeteitable ; requiriny 
{uch as had ſubſcribed, to Rewoke it ; and none to ſubſcribe under the 

uilt of Sacriledge, [ ibidem. Fol: 103. ] And the Popes Internuncig 
| Bruſſels likewiſe Brands it, as vented for: the Seauttion of 
Soruls, and adulterating the Sincerity of Faith ; And ſo likewiſe Car. 
dinal Buayberizi in a Letter on that cccalion, avows, that it aſſert; 
things contrary to the Catholick Faith, [| Fol. 632.) 

Well, after long ſb»#7ing and brangling, the 1r:ſþ Clergy very much 
defired a National Synod to debate and determine the point, which x 
laſt was graciouſly condeſcended unto, and granted. { The Firſt ſay; 
Walſh, they had enjoyed ſince Queen Marzes days ; and we hope ir 
will be the laſt, unleſs they had the Honeſty to make better ule 
It.) | 

Accordingly their Sy»od met at Dublin, which began the eleventh 
June 1666. & continued to fit fifteen days,but in al that time could by no -Þ, 
arguments or per{waſions be prevailed with ro pals this :»noceatand molt *F 
ff and zeceſſary Declaration, and ſo were Commanded to 4;ſſolve by the 
Lord Lieutenant, The reaſon of which their prodigious obftinary, is 

thus rendred by the ſaid Father Halſb (who was all along preſent, a | 
Principal Member of that Convention, and who uſed a world of pains to 
have perſwaded them ta approve it )———T hey had ( ſaith he) befor: 
obtinately reſolved againſt all Reaſon; The Miracles and Revolutions thy 
expetted from the y2ar 1666. Their Forreign Intelligence and Expettationi, 
and their Lying Prophecies at home, with many oth:y vain ſho” 2:8 of 
their own, fixed them unalterable ; Theſe are Walſbes own words, p. 70} 

Here were MIRACLES and REVOLUTIONS, ( that is a Changed 
Governmeat, and a Re-eſtabliſhment of the Roman Catholick Religion ) 
firmly lookt for that year. Here was FORREIGN INTELLIGENCE 
to that purpoſe held about the matter, and from thence VAST EXPE 

. CTATIONS (HisMajeſty then aftvally engaged in a War with Fraxe) 
And therefore they would not fo far oblige the Kz»z, or _—_— the 
Pope in ſo hopeful a junEture, as to ſubſcribe this honeſt Profeſſion of 

Obedience to their Soveraign; ſo very favourably worded as aforeſaid. 

Behold here an illuſtrious and zever 70 be forgorren Precedent of the [0 
much boaſtedLoyelty of Papiſts. And let rhe Obſervator take notice, thels 
were the Authoritative Proceedings of a whole National Council of Po 
piſh Clergy-men ; And withal let the Proteſtant Reader remember that 
this was in that very year 1666. (wherein about two months after thisCs 


tholick Synod in Ireland) the City of Loxdon was laid 1# Aſbes, - or 
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kindied by a Frerech Papi# (who for the ſame upon his own Confeſſion was 
Executed ) and carried on,as was generally more than ſuſpeCted, by Po. 
piſh Hands and Contrivancesz Tho the Obſervator has laboured hard to 
clear them from the ſame; But with as little ſincerity, and no more force 
of Argument, than he has uſed in the like Service for them, touching this 
matter of Sir Edz-undbury Golfreys Murther. For inſtance, He would 
perſwade us that this Monſieur Hubert was a Proteſtant, *Tis true;the Var- 
{t after his Condemnation, did once pretend ſo ; but that the ſame was 
falſe, and ſaid by the injunction of ſome Prieſt, is very plain. 1. Becauſe 
being imediately askt whether he were an Hugonore ( the common word 
whereby the-French call Proteſtants) he earne#ly denyed that, ( that word 
it ſeems was not in his Bargain) 2. Being wiſht to Prey, he only muttered 
over divers times Pater Noiter and Avis Maria, in Latine, and fo ſuffer- 
ed— Burt this matter of Londons- Fire, requires a larger Diſquiſition, which 
( God willing) may one day ſee the light. 


ERRATA. 


T HE Reader is deſired with his Pen to correti the following Errtta's. Page 2: 
line1 1. for Nature, C autsons, read mature Cantions, Þ. 3. 1. 18, for Abby, read 
Lobby; P: 4 |. 15. for bis Pocket, read HilPs Pocket ; p. 5. 1. 42. after moneth, add 
ſentenc*d to be put. p: 7. 1- 21, and 22. after Godfrey, read Becauſe « known Pay;fh, in 
bopes to ſave bis own Neck, ſwore. Some few other Eſcapes there are, which the Rea- 
der may caſily perceive and Corred. . ; 
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